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Insurance 

Adrian Flux know how much you love 
your classic commercial vehicle, that's 
why we are dedicated to finding you 
a policy, tailor-made to your own 


VINTAGE COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 



0800 085 5000 

adrianflux.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Benefits available can include: 


FREE Legal Cover 
Agreed Value 
Laid-up Cover 


Limited Mileage Discounts 
Breakdown Cover 
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1th & 12th August 
ASTLE PARK, CHELFORD 
CHESHIRE, SK11 9AD 


STANNAGE INTERNATIONAL STUNT SHOW 
KEN FOX’S WALL OF DEATH 
A HOST OF STEAM FAIR ATTRACTIONS 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


SATURDAY NIGHT FIREWORKS 
A HOST OF STEAM FAIR 
ATTRACTIONS 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 
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YORKS, Y017 8NG 
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STAGE SHOWS WITH DANCERS & SINGERS 
TRACTOR PULLING, SATURDAY NIGHT FIREWORKS 
A HOST OF STEAM FAIR ATTRACTIONS 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


BEN POTTERS EAGLE & VULTURE FLYING DISPLAYS 
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to keep up-to-date with event information 
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Above: The 1938 Bristol K5G double-decker, CWX 671, in Keighley-West Yorkshire Livery, re-bodied 
by Charles Roe in the early post-war years, which took part in the first Trans-Pennine Run and will 
appear again this year. 


O ur contributor, Roy 

Dodsworth, tells us that this 
year sees the 50th anniversary 
of theTrans-Pennine Run, on 
Sunday 5th August 2018, as 
usual starting at Birch Services and finishing 
at The Stray Harrogate. 

Over 150 entries have been accepted, 
including four which entered the first run in 
1968: entry 20, a 1938 Bristol double-decker, 
CWX 671, in Keighley-West Yorkshire livery; 
entry 21, a 1928 Leyland double-decker, JUB 
29, again in Keighley-West Yorkshire livery; 
entry 104, a 1940 Albion single-decker, DYG 
53, in South Yorkshire Motors livery; and 
entry 108, a 1919 Vulcan VSC 30 cwt lorry, NB 
4814, which won'Best in Show'in 1968. 

A limited edition full-colour 
commemorative programme is available 
for £4 including postage. Send a cheque, 
payable to HCVS Trans Pennine Run, to 
Roy Dodsworth, 4 Mickledore Ridge, 
Hollingwood Lane, Bradford, BD7 4AZ, 


Telephone 01274 578160. 

So, it's the 50th Trans-Pennine. It's also the 
50th Great Dorset Steam Fair and Banbury 
Rally this year, and many other rallies and 
events aren't far behind. This year's London 
to Brighton Run was the 57th and the 
Historic Commercial Vehicle Society itself 
is 60 years old - not that there has been 
as much of a fanfare as we might have 
expected, which is a shame... 

60 years of the HCVS - that's most of my 
lifetime, and more for a lot of people in 
the preservation movement.The Bluebell 
Railway is just as old and, again, many other 
such preservation schemes, bus museums, 
pumping stations and all sorts, are now an 
established part of the fabric of our society. 

When many of these preservation societies 
were formed, Harold Macmillan was telling 
us: "We'd never had it so good...", British 
Road Services, Pickfords and many of the 
other names we know and love, both 
hauliers and own account fleets, were still 
going strong. Into the 1960s, and Harold 
Wilson was talking about the'White Heat of 
Technology..' we had motorways, operator 
and driver licensing changes, then the 
National Bus Company; Volvo and Scania 
showed British lorry manufacturers their 
'gaffer's wagons'were not the way forward. 
It's all been constant change ever since. 

Staple industries have disappeared, with 
some new ones springing up, but not 
requiring the same sort of transport. So 
much of what we once took for granted is 
now gone. 

Perhaps that's why so many of us cling on 
to the past - good and bad. It's what Vintage 


Roadscene is all about, as is our associated 
Road Haulage Archive series. Don't miss the 
latest issue,'Loaded!', which looks at the so 
often ignored part of commercial vehicles - 
the bodies and the loads they carried - it's 
what lorries were intended for, after all, and 
let's not forget all the other Kelsey classic 
transport titles, covering all sorts of different 
aspects of a widely-based and important 
hobby. 

It's amazing just how large a contribution 
to the economy comes from transport 
preservation and restoration. We should not 
'the powers that be'forget that, any more 
than we should let anybody forget how 
important road haulage is to us all and our 
way of life... 



Above: The 1919 Vulcan VSC 30 cwt Lorry, NB 
4814, which won ‘Best in Show’ at the first 
Trans-Pennine Run in 1968, and will be seen 
again this year. 





Photographed at a Commercial Vehicle 
Show in the early 1960s, on the Arlington 
bodybuilders stand, is an AEC Mercury, with 
the Later single-windscreen Park Royal 
cab, with a Large box van body destined for 
the fleet of Brooke Bond Tea, to distribute 
those ‘PG Tips’. Both Larger vehicles Like this, 
delivering in bulk to shops and warehouses, 
and smaller vehicles, delivering direct to 
households, were part of transport system 
which kept us supplied with food and drink. 
(CHC aak005) 
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COLLEGE FIRE ENGINES 


Ron Henderson discusses the establishment and equipment of what became the Fire Service College. 




I Above: During the years when civil defence fire training was undertaken at Moreton-in-Marsh, this red-painted Dennis F12 pump escape stood 
alone, among a plethora of green Auxiliary Fire Service vehicles. Used for site protection rather than training purposes, this one fortunately 
still survives. (J C Thompson) 

Below: This modern AECTGM/Merryweather pump escape was included in the first batch of new purchases for the college. The body aft of the 
double cab was Later removed, and the Harvey Frost crane from the former AFS Thornycroft Nubian was fitted. Both the AEC and the original 
Thornycroft crane chassis still survive. 


I n 1955, the redundant RAF airfield at 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire, the 
former home of a Bomber Command 
training unit, was taken over by the 
Home Office, to train large numbers 
of RAF 'H' Class reservists in emergency fire 
fighting techniques.They used the new 
'atomic fire engines', new post-war civil 
defence equipment developed for the 
Auxiliary Fire Service, of which the notable 
Green Goddess was one example. 

The equipment was introduced because of 
the perceived threat of a future nuclear war, 
following the Soviet Union's development 
of an 'H' bomb. From 1959, the site became 
known as the Home Office Fire Service 
Training Centre, used for training both 
regular and auxiliary fire service personnel in 
emergency fire-fighting techniques. 

On 14th June 1966, the Secretary of State, 
Mr Roy Jenkins announced the future 
institution of a Fire Service College, in 
place of the Fire ServiceTraining Centre at 
Moreton-in-Marsh. The centre would include 
new facilities for fire-fighting training, fire 


prevention and courses for instruction 
in technical matters, such as the use of 
breathing apparatus. 

The construction of residential blocks and 


houses for staff commenced in July 1967, 
along with new training buildings including 
warehouses, a two storey industrial block, 
oil tanks and a simulated 3,000 ton concrete 
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Above: Three Dennis pumps, of different models formed part of 
the original college fleet. This F108 Series machine pictured at a 
museum open day at Sunderland in 2017 is another survivor. 
Right: Bedford TK fire engines with HCB-Angus bodies of this type 
were popular throughout the British Isles and familiar to many 
firemen, so it was fitting that there would be examples at the 
college. This one is equipped with a Merryweather 50 ft wheeled 
escape Ladder, a second example ran with a 35 ft ladder, but the 
Ladders were interchangeable. 


ship section. There would also be a garage 
block and motor transport workshops, 
accommodating up to 21 vehicles. 

In 1968, at the end of March, the 
Auxiliary Fire Service and the other civil 
defence divisions were disbanded by the 
government, rendering all of the green fire 
engines redundant, or so it was thought. 
The college retained one Home Office 
Thornycroft Nubian Recovery vehicle and 
a few of the'Goddesses', plus one Bedford 
Emergency control unit, repainting them 
red. 

The college was now tasked with a 


different range of objectives for training 
regular and retained firemen, and for this 
a series of up-to-date fire engines was 
required, which would be on par with the 
current fire service equipment. Orders were 
placed with several different manufactures 
by the Ministry of Works, for a range of new 
fire engines that would be familiar with 
most of the students attending the college, 
and no expense seemed to have been 
spared. 

Three of the new engines were AEC 
TGMs with Merryweather bodywork and 
equipment. One was a pumping appliance, 


equipped with 50ft wheeled escape ladder, 
and two were fitted with 100ft turntable 
ladders. Additional orders were placed with 
Dennis Bros, for three pumping appliances, 
plus a Dennis F119, chassis fitted with a 70 ft 
Simon Snorkel hydraulic platform. 

With many fire brigades operating foam 
tenders, a Pyrene-equipped vehicle on a 
Bedford TK chassis was ordered, together 
with that work-horse of a fire brigade, the 
water tender, of which three on Bedford 
TK chassis with Carmichael bodywork 
completed the orders. 

In 1970, the initial batch of fire engines 



In 1974, a pair of Ford D Series water 
tenders with Carmichael bodywork joined 
the college fleet, followed by single 
ERF and Dodge K Series water tenders, 
further adding to the totally non¬ 
standard fleet of training vehicles. 
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with Leyland, Range Rover and Shelvoke & 
Drewry models gracing the fleet. 

In April 2011, the Government announced 
it was studying different options for private 
investment in the College, to allow it to 
achieve its full potential and, in March 2012, 
it was concluded that the best option was 
full privatisation. In December 2012, Capita 
was selected as the preferred bidder and 
the sale was completed for £10 million on 
February 28th, 2013. 

The site is still a haven for fire engines, but 
now in private hands, it has to be profitable. 
No longer are big orders for new fire engines 
awarded to fire engine manufactures. 
Instead, redundant fire service appliances 
on Scania, Mercedes and MAN chassis are 
currently being used. 


Right: Delivered in 1970 with the others of 
the first batch of new college fire engines, 
this Pyrene-equipped foam tender was 
built in the era when manufacturers 
would design and build bespoke fire 
engines to a customer’s requirements at 
reasonable costs. This was the only one 
built to this design. 


was supplemented by a further six new 
machines, comprising three 
similar Plaxton-bodied vans 
on Bedford TK chassis, 
fitted out as control unit, 
salvage tender and hose 
laying lorry. Two more 
Bedford TK pumping 
appliances with HCB- 
Angus bodies were 
ordered, one fitted 
with a wheeled escape 
ladder. The final new 
appliance, bringing the total 
up to 17, was a big Dennis FI 08 
emergency tender. 

All of the appliances were finished with 
unpainted alloy bodies, with red painted 
fronts and roofs.The college was now 
equipped with a fleet as modern as any fire 
brigade, but the only fires they would be 
attending were those inside the confines 
of the base, deliberately set by the training 
staff. 

Between 1975 and 1976, the fleet was 
updated with a further six new vehicles, all 
of the latest designs and compatible with 


what was being 
introduced into the 
outside fire brigades. 
Single examples of 
water tenders based on 
Dennis D, ERF, and Ford 
D series chassis, plus a pair of 
Dodges were the newcomers, together 
with a specially-designed HCB-Angus 
CSV (Crew Safety Vehicle) water tender 
and Chubb's revolutionary rear-engined 
Pacesetter, of which only two were to see 
service in Britain. 

The fleet was continually replaced by up 
to date appliances, which were compatible 
with those in service with the local authority 
fire brigades, the orders continuing to be 
spread around various UK manufactures 



The revolutionary Chubb Pacesetter that was a new concept in fire fighting, although similar to Leyland’s Firemaster of 1960. It was 
powered by a rear-mounted Detroit diesel engine, with other novel features including the single cab entry, with pneumatically-operated 
doors. The pump was mounted at the front, enclosed behind a pair of doors. Although this one originally appeared in Merseyside Fire 
Brigade Livery, the concept was not taken up by Merseyside or any other UK local authority fire brigades. However, one example was sold 
to ICI Ltd, and both this and the college vehicle still survive. 
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ON SALE NOW! 

A LOOK AT SOME OF THE BEST REMEMBERED 
OPERATORS FROM ACROSS BRITAIN 

Including: Arrow, British Salt, Hanson, London Brick, Market Transport, Ribble 
Cement, Spiers of Mellcsham, Tyburn Tankers and more. 

The Road Haulage Archive is published every two months and contains 100 pages 
packed full of nostalgic photos and detailed information from our archives. 
Subjects include famous manufacturers like Seddon and Thornycroft, well-known 
operators such as Tate & Lyle and the Post Office, or a review of a particular 
industry or type of transport, for example heavy haulage, municipal vehicles or 
fairground transport. You can buy individual copies at WH Smith and other high 
street retailers, order single copies, including back issues, from the publisher, or 
take out a regular subscription and save 10% on the shop price. 

BACK ISSUES - the following issues are still in stock - 
others are sold out SORRY. 

(for more detail on content see descriptions on website) 


Issue 2 British Road Services (BRS). £6.50 

Issue 7 Red Van, Green Van (Post Office). £6.50 

Issue 8 Heavy Haulage. £6.50 

Issue 9 The Rare Ones (lesser known makes). £6.50 

Issue 10 Lifetime with Lorries. £6.50 

Issue 11 Tanks for Everything (road tankers). £6.50 


Issue 12 Circus Transport. £6.50 

Issue 13 The Light Brigade (vans & pick-ups). £7.95 

Issue 14 Tipping the Balance (tipper lorries). £7.95 

Issue 15 Through Irish Eyes (Irish RT). £7.95 

Issue 16 Timewarp Transport (Malta). £7.95 

Issue 17 Body Language (CV bodywork). £7.95 


All prices include postage & packaging to addresses in the UK, see foot of page for overseas price information 



SAVE OVER 16% WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE! 

6 issues per year for £39.99, post & packaging included, 
saving over 16% on the price in the shops 

You can order any of the above by going on line or by 
telephoning our customer services department; 


U 0N LINE 

Current Issue and Back Issues go to 

http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/category/B00K/HC 

To subscribe go to http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/suboffer/rhas 

/g-g TELEPHONE (in all cases) 

\ jO Call: 01959 543 747 - lines are open Mon-Fri 
8.00am-6.00pm 

For overseas rates and prices please go to 

http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/promotion/overseas 











































Scenes 

Remembered 



This year marks 70 years since British Road Services was created. Brian Stephenson 
has sent us a selection of pictures which he took ofBRS and other lorries in London. 


B rian Stephenson will be known 
to many railway enthusiasts 
for his photographs of trains, 
but luckily, he also took some 
pictures of lorries, back in the 
1950s, and has sent them to us for Vintage 
Roadscene. They make an ideal way for us to 
mark the 70th Anniversary of the setting up 
of BRS when road transport was nationalised 
in 1948. 

He says: "The early BRS shots at Kentish 
Town happened because I had a good friend 
at boarding school whose uncle was a driver 
at 43A Hampstead Branch (yes the old tram 
depot, which I remember well but never got 
to walk round) and I spent a weekend with 
him just after leaving school when I started 
work in London (he had to go back to school 
for another year). The uncle's regular vehicle 




Above: Another BRS Parcels AEC Mammoth 
Major Mk III eight-wheeled box van, ULD 
176 (London, 1957), fleet no 1A1143 of 
TufneLL Park, this time pulling a draw¬ 
bar trailer with a Lft-off container.The 
coachbult cab by Hampshire Car Bodies 
(Later HCB-Angus, maker of fire engines) 
contrasts with the Marshall cab on the 
previously seen vehicle. This one is stuck in 
traffic, which includes a Ford Consul Mkl, 
Austin FX3 taxi and a Singer Hunter. 


Right: A BRS Parcels Leyland Beaver artic 
this time, fleet no 1A1166, another TufneLL 
Park motor, UXP 477 (London, 1958), then 
quite new, with a tandem-axle box trailer, 
T1B459, believed to have been based at a 
Scottish branch, possibly Aberdeen, so it 
had far to go home. 
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Above: First we have some BRS Parcels 
vehicles, setting out on the trunk haul 
northwards out of London. Brian took 
advantage of the Lorries being stopped 
at the traffic Lights to get his shots, in 
the days when fast film was difficult to 
get hold of. Here is an eight-wheeled 
box van, AEC Mammoth Major Mk III, NLR 
508 (London, 1954), fleet no 1A318 of 
Hampstead Depot, with an early Morris 
1000, UYU 283 (London, 1958), to the rear. 


was the AEC Monarch, fleet no 43A353, MPK 
458 - I'm just sorry that I did not get a better 
photo of it. The friend went to work for J & H 
Haulage, based in Peckham, and we are still 
in touch. 

We were given a lift to Manchester 
Greenhayes and back in 1957, so we could 
cycle on to Edinburgh. I remember the trip 















































Right: With its 24ft tandem-axle platform 
trailer all loaded, sheeted and roped, 

‘Tin-front’AEC Mandator Mk III tractor unit, 
fleet no 1A1168, VUW 560 (London, 1958), 
already Looks rather well-used, as it sits in 
a North London railway yard, ready to go. 


back, because it was in the cab of an AEC 
Mammoth Major, which could only reach 40 
mph downhill! It was a long slog up the A5 
in those days. 

We also did a cycle ride round the East End, 
seeing what trucks were around in February 
1959, but BRS was in decline by that date 
and we were mainly looking for ex-BRS 
vehicles. 

You could always read the fleet number 
under a new coat of paint! I found the BRS 
numbering system fascinating. 

We had struck up a friendship with 
the night man at BRS Rotherhithe, where 
vehicles used to be parked by the daytime 
drivers before the night drivers did the trunk 
run. Really it was only collecting numbers, 
but we were always welcome to walk round. 
A regular driver from Bristol, with a Bristol 
HG6L, 2F423, NLJ 81, used to give me a lift 
home to Chiswick, where I was lodging at 
the time, on his way out to the A4.That 
ended with a move away from West London. 
But by then BRS was very much in decline 
and my hobby interests concentrated on the 
railway." 

Next time, we will have a look at some 
Pickfords vehicles photographed by Brian... 

Right: Another BRS Parcels eight-wheeled 
box van, this time a Foden FG8/15, fleet no 
1C49, SKA 898 (Liverpool, 1955), of Liverpool 
City branch, sets out for home from London, 
with a Leyland Octopus and a couple of Ford 
cars behind it. 





Above: Two for the price of one - held up at the Lights are two Foden FG8/15S, with fleet no 
2D5, HDN 615 (York, 1952), with a Load of rather smart-looking barrels, roped on standing 
upright, while the one behind has them Laid cross-wise and well-sheeted down. Note the cyclist 
unexpectedly waiting at the rear... 



Above: Here is the first of a number of 
vehicles photographed parked in a side 
street (often near a pub - who remembers 
‘WenLockAles’, which appears in a Later 
picture as well - but also near the drivers’ 
‘digs’). Loaded and tidily sheeted and roped, 
ready for the night trunk driver to take it on, 
this is one of the many BRS platform-bodied 
Leyland Octopus 22/01 eight-wheelers, fleet 
no 3C1026, LTJ 538 (Lancashire, 1950), from a 
depot in the Liverpool area. 
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Above: Another classic eight-wheeler in the BRS fleet, an AEC Mammoth 
Major Mk III, but a dropside this time, in Ayers Red, rather than Parcels 
Green, fleet no 43A347, HYK 201 (London, 1947), from Islington branch, 
Loaded with boxes under the sheet. It’s parked on the granite setts in a 
side street, outside the wire-fenced depot. 



The AEC Monarch 
four-wheeled box van, 
which was driven by Brian’s 
friend’s uncle, fleet no 43A353, 
MPK458 (Surrey, 1948), again seen 
parked in a back street, along with a 
Ford E494 car or van. 



Above: Parked in the same place as the AEC eight-wheeler, 
here is ScammeLL‘Rigid 8’, fleet no 43A473,TMG 531 
(Middlesex, 1949), this time without a Load.The screen is open 
for ventilation on this sunny day. Beyond the Morris J Type van, 
894 DMV, in W H & P Livery, is Watney’s ‘George the Fourth’ pub, 
which is still there, along with the building next door, on the 
corner of Holmes Road, Kentish Town, NW5. 


Left: Two more ScammeLLs; the one nearer the camera, fleet 
no 43A496, KAU 741 (Nottingham, 1947), but running on trade- 
plates 061GK, its bonnet side open to reveal the Gardner 
engine, Looks as if it might have towed its slightly newer 
sister, fleet no 43A97, and its trailer, back to the depot. 
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Above: A view inside the depot walls, with Bristol HA6L tractor unit, fleet 
no 43A644, SLD 95 (London, 1956), to the fore, with Morris service van, 
HYN 210 (London, 1947), and a wartime ScammeLL tractor unit in the 
background. 


Above: A striking close-up of Seddon Mk5, 
fleet no 43A612, NUC 926 (London, 1954), 
which is carrying an old-style, diagonal 
match-boarded Lift-off container. Note the 
premises of‘Phillips, Cars, Vans and Motor 
Cycles, Bought, Sold & Exchanged’across the 
road. 



Above: “Oi, what are you up to?” shouts the 
old boy from an upper window of‘Salisbury 
Buildings. Were these the‘digs’and was he 
the driver of the BRS Contracts Foden FG 
four-wheeled box van, JXR 635 (London, 
1948). This was signwritten for Mackintosh’s 
“Quality Street” and Caley Chocolates - signs 
of a takeover? The pre-war Humber Hawk 
was similar to my junior school headmaster’s 
car. 


Left: Another contract vehicle, Looking 
brand new at a display of different types of 
vehicle available from BRS, this TS3-powered 
Commer OX artic,TJF 903 (Leicester, 1958), 
carries a headboard Lettered ‘Rootes Group’, 
with ‘Built stronger to Last Longer’along 
the Lower frame of its classic Carrimore car 
transporter trailer. 
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Right: Now for something a Little different. 
It’s a BRS Lorry, but in Co-ordinated Traffic 
Services Livery. Fleet no 80F139, LUC 850 
(London, 1951), was an Albion HD six- 
wheeler. It’s seen, with its Load neatly 
sheeted and roped, parked outside The 
Prince Consort pub, in Searles Road SE1, just 
off the New Kent Road, near the Rotherhithe 
BRS depot - still used by Southern BRS in 
the 1970s, when the editor was a teacher at 
a nearby school (of which, the Less said, the 
better...). 


Right: A third Co-ordinated Traffic Services 
Lorry, with the‘Cycling Ferret’Lion and Wheel 
BRS Logo on the door, SXT 739 (London, 
1957). It could do with a wash, and the 
driver seems to have parked in the middle 
of the road (he’d fit in well with some of my 
neighbours!).The Lorry is outside the South 
African Wine Farmers Association offices 
(now in Southampton) but the driver was 
more Likely in the Express Cafe next door, 
behind the Ford Zodiac Mkll and Hillman 
Husky cars. 


Left: Another BRS vehicle in the Co¬ 
ordinated Traffic Services Livery (anyone 
remeber the colour or any other details?), 
here we have Seddon Mk 5L, NLR 566 
(London, 1954), showing no sign of its BRS 
ownership, parked in a quiet side street. 


Left: A BRS Meat Haulage van now, in the 
dark blue and cream Livery, an AEC Monarch, 
KXV 422 (London, 1950). Looking rather 
well-used, it carries the fleet no X233 on the 
front, as well as A/6575 of United Carriers 
Ltd (the post-Ministry of War Transport meat 
distribution organisation) on the doors. 
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Above: Back to BRS Parcels, with a splendid Maudslay Meritor eight¬ 
wheeled box van, BJX 350 (HaLifax, 1950), fleet no P4D503 of Halifax 
Parcels,‘Laying over’ before returning north. It has the classic high- 
mounted bumper, to protect the radiator and partially-open roof, 
covered with a tarpaulin, for Loading from above. It’s parked opposite 
Langton Gate EC1 - which isn’t there any more, just Like the early F 
Model VauxhaLL Victor, or the Jaguar Mk VIII and pre-war Ford cars 
at the Mobilgas garage in the background. How the inner city has 
changed... 



Above: A Long way away, presumably photographed on that cycling 
trip to Edinburgh, we see a 6 Ton ScammelL Scarab, ASX 936 (West 
Lothian, 1956), fleet no P8B525. 



Above: Another Scarab, the 3 Ton version this time, MLE 5 (London, 
1951), fleet no P33A415, with van trailer PT33A276, parked where 
perhaps it should have been, maybe waiting to back in after the Luton 
van seen behind it? 



Above: The Long wheelbase BMC (this one Looks to have an Austin 
badge) LD 2V2-tonner was never a common sight.The Royal Mail had 
plenty of short wheelbase examples, but this BRS Parcels van, VYL 
383 (London, 1959), fleet no P34A799 of the London Parcels group, 
would have been a better bet than even a ‘Noddy’van in the Capital’s 
congested streets. 



Above: Lorries parked up at Rotherhithe depot at the end of the day, 
ready for the night trunk drivers to take them on their way. Here we 
have, right to Left, a Leyland Octopus 22/01, OLB 26 (London, 1953), 
53A775 of West London branch, Bristol HG6L, NU 81 (Bournemouth, 
1953), 2F423 from Bristol (in which Brian got a Lift home to Chiswick, 
an Albion four-wheeler, GWV 383 (Wiltshire, 1951) 42F390 of Melksham 
depot and an Albion HD eight-wheeled dropside. 



Above: Another interesting Line-up at Rotherhithe depot with, right to 
left, Atkinson L1586 eight-wheeLer,SMF 872 (Middlesex, 1948) 5E103 
from Birmingham, Guy Otter Diesel artic, OLL 893 (London, 1954) 1A928, 
a Locally-based vehicle, Bristol HG6L eight-wheeler, 104 AHW (Bristol, 
1957) 5G327 from South Wales, Albion Chieftain,TLO 981 (London, 1957) 
2A161, another London-based Lorry, plus ERF four-wheeler, FT 6609 
(Tynemouth, 1949) and Bristol eight-wheeler, NRU 270 (Bournemouth, 
1953) - a pretty varied mix of vehicles. 
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Above: Henry Manning’s Mack NM, FER 486 (Cambridge, 1946), seen here in what was possibly its 
Last year of fairground working, generating for the Dodgems at Kettering Feast in 1970. 

(David Springthorpe) 


Richard Furniss turns his attention to 
another American-built military type to 
be seen in showiand service. 

A lmost certainly second only 
to the FWD SU-COE as the 
most common American- 
built World War II vehicle to 
appear on the fairgrounds, 
in the years following the end of the war, 
was the Mack tractor in its various forms. 
Originally based in Brooklyn, New York, 
in 1905, the Mack company acquired a 
factory in Allentown, Pennsylvania, which 
is still the main plant today. During World 
War I, the company supplied more than 
1300 of its renowned AC 'Bulldog' model 
to the American Expeditionary Forces, for 
use in France and elsewhere. 

No doubt the Bulldog's success during 
that campaign led to the Mack company 
becoming a major supplier of heavy trucks 
for the Allies during World War II, with 
over 32,000 being built during 1940-45. 
Over half of this total was made up of 
the NR Series diesel-engined 6x4 range, 
but these, along with a number of other 
types can be disregarded for the purpose 
of this article, as I am not aware of any of 
these entering fairground use after the 
war, although Billy Smart is known to have 


used one in conjunction with his circus. 

Other wartime Mack types sent to 
Britain under the Lend-Lease scheme, 
but believed not to have featured on the 
fairgrounds, included the EH, EHU, EHT, 
EHUT and LMSW models, all in either 4x2 
or 6x4 configurations although, once 
again, Billy Smart's Circus did operate an 


LMSW model. 

By far the most popular wartime Mack 
model with both fairground showmen 
and circus operators alike was the 6x6 NM, 
which was designated as a 6 ton Medium 
Artillery Tractor. Some 8,400 of these were 
produced in various guises between 1940 
and 1945. 

Unlike some of Mack's other models, 
the NM was only ever fitted with the 
company's own EY six cylinder 170 bhp 
petrol engine. Rated as a 6-tonner, the NM 
was fitted with a five-speed gearbox and 
two-speed rear bogie, and had a Garwood 
winch fitted behind the cab, which on the 
NM 1,2 and 3 models was fully enclosed, 
whereas on the NM 5, 6, 7 and 8 models 
(No NM 4 models were ever built), the 
cab was supplied with half-doors, canvas 
folding top and hinged windscreen, 
in order to simplify PKD (Part Knocked 
Down) shipment, as it was these later 
models that were sent to the UK under the 
Lend-Lease scheme. 

Consequently, it was these variants, 
particularly the NM 5, 6 and 7, which 
found their way onto British fairgrounds 
following the end of hostilities. Top 
speed of the NM was reputed to be 34 
mph which, although a lot slower than 



Above: One of Michael Collins’s two Mack tractors,‘Anne’, CBN 920 (Bolton, 1946), seen with the 
Waltzer Loads at Gorton, Manchester in August 1959. 
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the heavy vehicles used by travelling 
showmen today, was quite a bit faster 
than the contemporary vehicles in use 
after World War II, such as AEC Matadors, 
Scammell Pioneers and Albion CX models. 

Similar to the NM series, but of even 
heavier build, to enable it to tow the 
heaviest guns then in production was 
the NO model, classed as a 7V2-tonner. 
Also known as the'Super Mack' a limited 
number of these entered fairground 
service after the end of hostilities. 
Although similar in looks to the NM, they 
could be identified by their wider cab and 
different front bumper assembly. Some 
2,053 examples of the NO model were 


Above: HibbLe and Mellors ran three NM tractors. 
Here we see LAU 535 (Nottingham, 1948), at 
Coventry in 1961. Notice the arched front 
bumper, to allow the fitting of a towing hitch 
as seen here. ALL three of H & M’s Macks are 
believed to have become breakdown vehicles in 
1964. 


Left: Mrs Laura Thurston’s much-altered Mack 
NM,with a Foden S20 cab, fully-enclosed 
body and Gardner diesel engine, FER 864 
(Cambridge, 1946), at Corby May Fair in 1973. 
This tractor was sold as a chassis/cab in poor 
condition at a Peterborough auction in 1993. 
(David Springthorpe) 



Above: Herbert Silcock’s Mack,‘Little Wonder’, DRJ 279 (Salford, 1948), with two Loads of the Lightning Swirl ride, pictured at Longford Park, Stretford in 
July 1957. It was Later destroyed by fire. 
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1: Bert Holland’s NM, FUT 809 (Leicester, 1949), seen with the Waltzer Loads at a 1960s Nottingham Goose Fair pull-on.This tractor was used with 
Holland’s Moonrocket ride until 1956. (Ron Lee) 2: Besides two if not three NM models, Stanley Thurston also operated this NO‘Super Mack’, named 
‘Admiral Beatty’, JBJ 52 (East Suffolk, 1948), seen here at the Cambridge Midsummer Fair in June 1965. Notice the wider arched bumper, which helps 
distinguish it from the NM model. (David Springthorpe) 3: Jack Proctor’s Mack NM, Little changed from its military days, apart from the addition of a 
lighting set, seen herewith three Loads of the Mont Blanc Airways ride at Sutton-in-Ashfield. 


built between 1940 and 1945, with a few 
entering fairground service after the war. 

In contrast to the NM and NO models, 
which were built as 6x6 tractors, Mack 
also built a smaller number of its EXBX-2 
model. This was a long wheelbase 18- 
ton 6x4 petrol-engined truck used for 
transporting tanks on its platform body. 

I am only aware of one of these entering 


fairground service, that of J T Herbert, of 
Dorchester, which was part of a cancelled 
French Government contract, diverted to 
Britain during the early years of the war. 

In Herbert's ownership it was fitted with a 
wider than standard cab and carried two 
generating sets in a much shortened body. 

In common with other ex-military World 
War II vehicles, many of the Macks were 


'de-mobbed'during the years following 
the end of the war, and disposed of at the 
various dispersal sales held throughout 
the UK. A number of these were purchased 
by local authorities, to be used as 
snowplough/gritters, where their all wheel 
drive capabilities would prove invaluable 
during winter weather conditions, while 
others were converted into heavy-duty 
recovery and heavy haulage vehicles. 

Always on the lookout for a bargain, 
travelling showmen also bought up Macks 
in considerable numbers, and I have 
records of over 100 in showland, although 
this number includes those used by 
travelling circuses, with both Chipperfields 
and Billy Smarts having sizeable fleets. 
Doncaster showman George Tuby is 
reputed to have paid just £90 for an NM 
model at a dispersal sale in 1948, which 
he fitted with a diesel engine at a cost 
of £155, whereas a Scammell, without 
a gearbox, cost him £450 at another 
dispersal sale. 

While some fairground Macks were little 
changed, either cab or body-wise from 

Left: Kenny Gray’s canvas-roofed NM, DCL424 

(Norwich,1948), photographed at ALdborough, 

Suffolk in 1962. 
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Above: The Shufflebottoms probably owned more Macks than any 
other fairground family. Seen here at Hull Fair in October 1989 is their 
ex-snowplough/gritter, EAJ 111 (Yorkshire North Riding, 1947). This was 
possibly the Last time a Mack NM was used on an English fairground. 

(Richard Furniss) 



Above: Weymouth-based Showman Richard Townsend owned two 
Mack tractors, an NM model, and this NO model, BTK 895 (Dorset, 1946), 
seen here out of service in the commercial vehicle section, at the Great 
Dorset Steam Fair in 1992. (Richard Furniss) 



Above: Possibly the only Mack EXBX 6x4 ex-tank transporter to have 
entered fairground service is BTK 801 (Dorset, 1946), owned by J T 
Herbert of Dorchester, with shortened wheelbase and rebuilt cab, 
although using the original doors. 



Above: Harris Bros of Biggleswade used this Mack,CNM 424 (Bedford, 
1948), to transport and provide power for their Noah’s Ark ride, shown 
here on Harpenden Common in 1970, its Last year of operation. 

(David Springthorpe) 



Above: Lancashire showman, Harry Wallis owned three Mack NM tractors at one time. Seen here 
with the Waltzer loads at Widnes in 1956 is HKD 5 (Liverpool, 1947), with well-lettered chariot- 
style body, possibly Later destroyed by fire. Its sister Mack, HKD 6, was almost identical. 


their military days, others were re-cabbed 
and fitted with different bodies. Virtually 
all were used as drawbar tractors, fitted 
with generators, usually towing two or 
three trailers, carrying the components 
of fairground rides between grounds, 
often exceeding their designed towing 
weights which, according to the factory 
specification, was around 14 tons for the 
NM and 25 tons for the NO model. 

Several showmen operated more than 
one example and, in common with 
other ex-military vehicles, their all-wheel 
drive and winching capabilities proved 
invaluable on wet, muddy grounds. Some 
continued to use the original rather thirsty 
petrol engine throughout their fairground 
life, whilst others were retro-fitted with 
more economical diesel engines. 

As with other ex-World War II vehicles, 
most of the fairground Macks had been 
replaced by more modem lorries in 
the 1970s, although I did photograph 
one of at least five once owned by the 
Shufflebottom family, carrying a large 
generator, in order to provide power 


for the Super Loop ride at Hull Fair in 
October 1989.1 would imagine that the 
vast majority of fairground Macks will 
have been scrapped by now, though one 


of the three once owned by the Hibble 
and Mellors concern was re-vamped 
as a snowplough by Aberdeenshire 
County Council, and currently resides 
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Right: Pictured here Leaving the 
Hitchin, Hertfordshire fairground 
with the Dodgem Loads in 1968, 
some five years before going 
out of use, is Stanley Thurston’s 
NM tractor ‘Brittania’, GNM 151 
(Bedford, 1948). 


Below: Another of HibbLe 
and MeLlor’s Macks, JTV 605 
(Nottingham, 1947), is seen puLLing 
on with the Dodgem Loads for 
the 1962 Nottingham Goose Fair. 
Notice the small replacement 
windscreen and Large offside 
mirror. 




the Grampian Transport Museum. I also 
photographed one of the two owned by 
Richard Townsend of Weymouth, an NO 
model, in the commercial vehicle section 
The Great Dorset Steam Fair in 1992, and I 
assume that this tractor is still in existence. 

Once again, thanks to Stephen Smith and 
Kevin Scrivens of the Fairground Society 
for their assistance with the uncredited 
photographs. 

■ A future article will feature that other 
iconic American-built World War II heavy 
tractor; the Diamond T, a number of which 
served second careers with travelling 
showmen. 



Arthur Ryan’s Mack tractor,‘Shirley’, HKD 380 (Liverpool, 1947), seen here fitted with a Lifting crane mechanism at Gorton, Manchester, in April 1953, 
alongside a pre-war Leyland single-deck bus. This NM was sold to Billy Smart’s Circus around two years Later. 
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Left: ‘One of J J Butterworth’s two 
consecutively-registered NMs, 
FDK 580 (Rochdale, 1946), named 
‘Patience’with the Galloper Loads 
at Longford Park, Manchester, in 
June 1952.The following year, 
this tractor was fitted with an 
attractively-lettered chariot-style 
body, as was its sister FDK 579, 
‘Perseverance’. 


Below: J & H Shaw’s Mack 
NM tractor‘Monarch’,, DVN 
253 (Yorkshire North Riding 
1947), with sheeted generator 
for powering the Waltzer at 
Wythenshawe Park, Manchester in 
April 1960. 


Michael Collins’ second Mack tractor,‘Clare’, 
LKC 586 (Liverpool, 1950), Looking rather the 
worse for wear at Gorton, Manchester, with 
the Waltzer Loads in September 1958. 
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SEVEN 


Phil Reed follows last month's instalment, which included Foden, with vehicles from another couple of 
companies in the PACCAR group these days, DAF and... wait and see... 



Above: The DAF 2600 Series made an impact on the Continental tractor unit market during the 1960s and came to the UK in the early 1970s. 


his latest instalment of 
"Suddenly it's the 1970s and 
you need a maximum weight 
tractor"features the remaining 
truck companies now owned 
by PACCAR to have had a UK presence 
in the 1970s. We have already included 
Leyland and Foden and we lead this article 
with DAF - a long-time UK favourite. So, 
what's the fourth PACCAR truck company 
to compete in the 1970s UK tractor 
market? I'll hazard a guess that very few 
of you will guess correctly, so no cheating 
by looking at the end of this article. 


DAF arrived on these shores in 1972, and 
has been a very popular choice with truck 
operators, virtually from the word go. 
Indeed, as I write this piece in mid-2018, 
DAF is nearing the unrivalled achievement 
of being the UK's best-selling heavy truck 
maker for a quarter of a century. 

DAF's UK success owes much to the 
company's wide range, product quality 
and excellent after-sales service. These 
trucks have always reflected their country 
of origin, with the Dutch attributes of 
excellent engineering and solid worth. 

As such, this has probably made this 


marque more of a 'guv'nor's wagon' in the 
eyes of many drivers - though DAF has 
always been able to make range topping, 
flagship tractor units as well as any of its 
competition. 

DAFs are also the most'UK-built'trucks 
you can buy in this country today, with 
virtually all right hand drive models being 
made in one of the old Leyland Truck 
plants. How this came about is a result of 
DAF's rather complex corporate history. 

In 1972, International Harvester took a 
33% stake in DAF, to form a joint venture 
with the Dutch Government and the Van 
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Above: The DAF F2200 was an ideal tractor 
unit for 32 tons gcw operation in the UK. 

Right: An early DAF 2200 delivered to the 
high-profile Ferrymasters fleet in 1973, 
with a spread-axle tandem tilt trailer. 

Doorne family, which lasted until 1981. In 
1987, DAF merged with Leyland Trucks - 
the resulting company trading as Leyland 
DAF in the UK and DAF in other markets. 
DAF then went bankrupt in 1993, with a 
new business, DAF Trucks, being formed 
in the Netherlands. In 1996, PACCAR 
acquired DAF Trucks, following this with 
the acquisition of Leyland Trucks in 1998. 

DAF, as a truck maker, was a most 
unlikely success, given its very humble 
start in the 1920s. Hub van Doorne 
founded the company, with backing from 
a local brewer, to build trailers and other 
associated transport-related equipment, 
in a small workshop. During World War II, 
the company developed all wheel drive 
conversions and built military vehicles. 
After the war, the company developed 
a range of trucks and buses powered by 
a mix of Leyland, Hercules and Perkins 
engines. 

By 1957, the company was licence¬ 
building the Leyland 6.1 litre 0.350 
engine - later followed by the larger 11.1 
litre 0.680 engine. DAF continuously 
developed both these engine ranges 
over many years, with turbo-charged 
models, which reliably developed far more 
horsepower than the Leyland parents. 

The DAF version of the 0.680 becoming 


the well-liked DAF 11.6 litre 1160 engine. 
This served the company well over several 
decades - and was eventually, in inter- 
cooled, turbo-charged format, developing 
well over 400 bhp towards the end of its 
life. 

The road to DAF's current success in the 
heavy truck market began in 1962, with 
the launch of the 2600 range. This featured 
a roomy and extremely comfortable non¬ 
tilt sleeper cab - and thanks to its DAF 
11.6 litre engine had the power for long- 
haul continental operations. In 1972, DAF's 
original UK offering included the 2600 


tractor unit, though I do not think very 
many were sold here. 

The reason for this was that the 2600 
was soon superseded, with the arrival of 
the new all-steel, tilt-cabbed F2200 and 
F2800 tractor ranges in 1973. These units 
featured DAF's new modular cab system, 
which enabled narrow, medium and wide 
cabs to be produced easily, as well as day- 
cab and sleeper models. 

The F2200 was designed for the UK's 32 
ton gcw maximum weight limit - and in 
this form was powered by DAF's new 8.25 
litre engine, with a ZF gearbox and DAF's 
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Above:The more powerful DAF 2800, with 
its wider cab became the natural choice 
for Long-distance haulage operations.This 
is a demonstrator with a Norfolk Line tilt 
trailer. 

Right: This DAF FT 2800 DKTD was 
delivered to Tom Hughes in 1980 by the 
new dealer for South Wales, Cardiff DAF. 

double reduction rear axle. In addition, 
the F2200 was available in two-axle rigid 
format for use as a maximum-weight draw¬ 
bar outfit. 

At the same time, the F2800 was DAF's 
range-topper, available with a choice of 
four different power ratings from its 1160 
engine, developing up to 320 bhp, and 
a Fuller gearbox. It was available in both 
4x2 and heavy-duty 6x4 tractor formats. 
The F2800 was an immediate hit with UK 
operators, especially those who had been 
reluctant to go foreign. Perhaps it was 
the Leyland engine heritage and Fuller 
gearbox (a well-proven component in 
many UK-built tractor units), which might 
have played a part in convincing these 
operators towards considering the F2800. 

Whatever it was, the F2800 was a success 
from the word go, finding homes with all 
types of tractor unit buyers from owner 
operators to the very largest fleets. In 
service, both within the UK and on arduous 
long-haul operations to the Middle East, 


the F2800 proved to be a reliable, durable 
and economical tractor unit. 

The F2800 also earned its spurs in very 
heavy load work, as a good number of 
abnormal load hauliers used the factory- 
built 6x4 version of the F2800, in ballasted 
or articulated tractor formats, for up to 100 
ton gtw/gcw work. 

This left DAF with a challenge, as to what 


to do to further improve the F2800 in the 
1970s. Well, basically it did nothing drastic. 
But, through a process of continuous 
development, it kept its range-topping 
tractor at the top of its game throughout 
the decade. Its replacement as the 
company's flagship tractor was the F3300, 
which arrived early in the next decade. 

Instead, the company opted to up- 
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DAF's other PACCAR companions. But, we 
can now also look at Kenworth, another 
PACCAR truck maker, which had a UK 
presence in the 1970s - albeit a very small 
one. I do not expect that many - if any of 
you - correctly guessed Kenworth as being 
the fourth Paccar company in the UK. 

For a truck manufacturer with a minimal 
UK presence, Kenworth enjoyed a great 
deal of publicity in the technical press of 
the day. This was almost entirely thanks to 
one customer, YorkTrailer Co, which had a 
number of Kenworth K Series tractor units 
in its fleet. When I say a number, I use the 
word advisedly, as I'm not sure whether 
it had just the one or there were others. 
However, a smart Kenworth 4x2 unit, on 
trade plates, was always coupled to the 
latest York trailer being photographed to 
feature in the press. 

Apart from the high profile York's 
Kenworth (or possibly more than one 
Kenworth?), what other customers did its 
importer gain in the UK? As I said in the 
first part of the mini-series, I believe that 
Kenworth sales were handled in the UK 
by a company in Gloucestershire. But for 
more information, I thought I had struck 
lucky, when sorting through my archive 


(now sadly depleted), when I found a full 
page Kenworth advert from a 1977 issue of 
Commercial Motor. 

However, as a useful encouragement to 
UK customers to buy Kenworth trucks, this 
had a very low score, probably verging on 
zero. Even though the advert encouraged 
the reader to get in touch with their local 
distributor, there were no Kenworth UK 
importer contact details included. Instead, 
the only contact details - hidden away in 
very tiny type - was PACCAR International's 
Washington, USA address. 


Above: The DAF 2300 DHU, designed for a maximum gcw of 36 tons, offered a useful power 
boost for domestic distribution operations towards the end of the 1970s. 


graded its strong-selling F2200 range, 
which had proved to be particularly 
popular in the UK. It addressed the natural 
conservatism of UK operators, who were 
perhaps suspicious of too much power, 
where their thinking was -"Give the 
drivers more power and they'll use it, 
fuel costs will be higher, as will brake and 
driveline maintenance costs". 

The F2200, with around 200 bhp, suited 
these more cautious operators, as it was 
seen as being a step up from the trucks 
they had previously bought, but not a step 
into the unknown. As such, the F2200 did 
a very good job at either 32 ton gcw or 
32 ton gtw (it was a particularly popular 
choice for draw-bar operation) and also as 


an eight-wheeled rigid. 

DAF then reckoned its conservative 
F2200 customer base would probably 
appreciate an "F2200+', which it delivered 
with the F2300 in 1977. This was available, 
in 4x2 tractor, 4x2 draw-bar rigid, 6x4 rigid 
and, in 1978, 8x4 rigid formats. 

With 230 hp, the F2300 
had just that little bit more 
power to make a difference, 
but not enough to scare its 
conservative UK customers. 

This made it another great UK 
success for DAF. 

In previous instalments of 
this mini-series have already 
looked at Leyland and Foden, 


Right and below: DAF’s tilt cab offered a comfortable environment for the 
drivers of the day. 
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This would not have filled any potential 
UK customer with confidence in Kenworth 
or PACCAR's commitment to its UK 
importer. The advert also does not include 
any specification details - however the 
advertising copy majors on Kenworth's 
2,000,000 kilometre reliability, even in the 
most arduous operating and temperatures 
of up to 53 degrees Centigrade. 

My research then progressed in a major 
way when I entered a google search for 
"Who imported Kenworth trucks into 
the UK?" As a result I have to thank the 


Above: ‘Six days on the road...’The Kenworth COE suited those drivers whose 
dreams were driven by the‘trucking songs’from America in the 1970s. 


TruckNet UK Drivers RoundTable for the 
most of the following information, which 
was contained in a long Kenworth UK 
thread, dating back 10 or more years. I 
came away grateful for the exceptional 
memories of the old drivers who 
contributed to this thread talking about - 
then - 30 years or more back. 

It turns out that the relatively few 
Kenworths imported into the UK - 
probably less than 50 - were handled 
by Dando's of Chipping Sodbury, 


Left: A1975 brochure for 
the type. 


Below: In the Late 1960s, 
York Trailers raised 
its company profile 
by using a two-axle 
Kenworth tractor unit, 
which attracted a test 
by Commercial Motor, 
as seen here, in typical 
surroundings on a British 
highway. 











































The right hand drive Kenworth makes quite a contrast with atypical UK tractor unit of the day, an Atkinson Mk I Silver Knight. 



Gloucestershire. This legendary company 
was an innovative business and one which 
was not afraid of handling unusual vehicles 
and other associated transport equipment. 

Dando's imported both Cummins and 
Detroit Diesel-powered Kenworth 4x2 
and 6x4 cab-over K Series tractors, which 
had high strength, low weight aluminium 
chassis frames. A number were used by 
owner-drivers on the Middle East run 
and others were operated by Ruttle Plant 
Hire (famous for its purple and yellow 
livery) and other UK companies engaged 


in shifting large pieces of construction 
equipment. However, it would seem that 
with five Kenworths, an Avonmouth-based 
haulier called Whitwills operated the 
largest number of the marque. 

Many of you readers will now be shouting 
-"Never mind cab-over Kenworths, what 
about the impressive bonneted W Series 
ones you see here in the UK?"- and you 
well may have a point. I believe that all - or 
nearly all - of the Kenworths imported by 
Dando's were cab-overs. But, there are still 
a number of Kenworth conventionals here 


in the UK - so how did they get here? 

From TruckNet UK Drivers RoundTable, 
there was a mention that a few Kenworths 
were also imported, perhaps after Dando's 
gave up this side of its business, by another 
firm in Dorset or Devon. They might well 
have been a source of these bonneted 
trucks which, initially, were mainly used 
as heavy recovery vehicles. Also, I think 
that a number of bonneted Kenworths 
more recently have been imported by 
individuals, as something different, in the 
UK truck preservation scene. 



Left and below: Both bonneted and Cab-Over-Engine Kenworths have 
become popular and something of a spectacle at vehicle rallies, 
Like these two, seen at Last year’s Kettering event. 
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Do we focus too much on the chassis and cabs of commercial vehicles and not pay enough attention to their overall 'look' 
and what sort of use, historically, to which they might have been put? Malcolm Bates throws some issues into the ring for 
debate - and highlights some of the aspects to be found in the latest Road Transport Archive issue, 'Loaded!' 




A s transport industry 

enthusiasts - or'historians'if 
you want to be more serious 
about your hobby - we tend 
to concentrate our attention 
on the biggest, brightest or most powerful 
of vehicles, deployed to carry goods or move 
passengers from'A'to'B' Everything else 
gets second best. This isn't just a criticism 
of the road transport fraternity - look in 
any magazine on preserved railways and 
you'll find technically excellent images of 
immaculate top link express locomotives, 
dragging motley collections of passenger 
coaches, almost certainly from the wrong era 
- along a single track line that, back in the 
day, would have been more than adequately 
served by a humble tank engine or two. 

My concern? This preference for the 
big, bold and powerful does of course 
run the risk of skewing 'history' and the 
whole preservation movement, resulting 
in the technically interesting smaller - or 
more obscure - vehicles falling through 
the preservation'net'. It's something 
that the railway preservation movement 
ought to ponder as millions of pounds are 
currently being raised to build brand new 
'continuations' or 'recreations' of long-lost 
express locomotives, when the same sort 
of money could surely be better spent on 
restoring the dozens of original goods 
wagons and period passenger coaches 


Above: This little forward control Guy chassis dates from December 1934 and was operated by 
WChadburn & Son of Leeds. There’s no mistaking that the Load being carried is of Light weight - 
the Guy is probably only a two or three tonner, but are they bales of wool? Or sacks of shoddy’? 
In fact, it may be neither as the writing on one of the sacks suggests it might be sacks of sugar 
cane for processing - which would, of course, not weigh very much. Either way, the driver and 
his mate seem to be dab hands at being able to rope a bulky load - with some ‘proper’ knots 
clearly evident. 


Left: Here’s an Atkinson eight-wheeler, 
operated by Peter McCallum & Sons, based 
in Aberdeen, but with depots all the way 
down to London. It was Loaded with rolls 
of newsprint - possibly for Thompsons, the 
publishers of‘The Dandy’and ‘The Beano’ 
up in Dundee, but equally as likely, for‘The 
Scotsman’ newspaper. As any journey north 
is bound to experience rain, the load is well 
sheeted and roped, with an extra‘fly sheet’ 
on the top. The date of the official Atkinson 
press release photograph is August 1957, 
and the caption informs us that McCallum 
has recently placed an order for some more 
Atkinsons - this time featuring air brakes 
and automatic chassis Lubrication. 


that sit in limbo in sidings up and down the 
country? 

My point? Having an express passenger 
loco or a goods engine, capable of pulling 
a 500 ton train, chugging along a three 
mile long branch line at 25 mph, without 
a suitably period-looking train of coaches 


or goods wagons behind it, paints a false 
picture. So if you wanted to get a truer 
historically accurate picture? The wagons 
should be loaded. Indeed, more recently, 
some of the better-managed preserved 
railways - like the Great Central - have 
put on special trains, to provide such 
photographic opportunities for enthusiasts. 
And good on them for doing so. 

So, surely the same effort should be 
possible when it comes to road vehicles? 
True, on a personal level, I have a bit of a 
problem with my preserved 1922 Shelvoke 
& Drewry'Freighter, in as much as it was 


28 July 18 


www.roadscene.com 








































Above: The brewery Companies always 
seemed to find money to buy a premium- 
grade lorry with which to deliver their beer. 
Here we see an ERF ‘Model 5.4’ brewer’s 
dray for Barclays - sadly without the post 
and chain body being sullied by a load of 
booze! 


Above: This 1947 Leyland ‘Beaver’ has reached preservation, after use by a showman, once it 
had retired from delivering beer for Mitchells & Butlers brewery of Cape Hill, Birmingham. But 
fittingly, it has since been restored back into it’s original Livery and is once more seen in what 
passes for good working condition. Only the modern day debris of a plastic coffee cup and 
aluminium drinks can confirm that this is a more recent picture, taken at the West Midlands 
Vintage Vehicle Rally by D Badger in 1986. 


Left: If commercial vehicle enthusiasts 
here in Britain had the same Level of 
organisational ability and commitment 
as those interested in steam railway 
Locomotives, there would already have 
been a number of long-since extinct’ 

British Lorries that would have been 
‘recreated’, thanks to well-managed and 
publicised appeals and so-called crowd 
funding’. So if the historic commercial 
vehicle world ever got to that position, 
what extinct makes and models should 
be recreated? Here’s the ideal candidate 
- a double-drive Fowler six-wheeler.The 
Fowler had a distinctive semi-forward cab 
quite unlike any other British commercial 
vehicle - with the possible exception of 
the Scammell ‘Highwayman’. Here we see 
‘UG 1340’, operated by J R Mills of Borough 
High Street, London, SE1, on what was 
mostly market work, collecting produce 
from farmers and growers and delivering 
it overnight to the market, for sale early 
in the morning.There’s no doubt this Load 
of wooden boxes makes for an impressive 
load, but did it really need such a heavy- 
duty chassis to transport them? After all, 
most contemporary photographs of market 
traffic seems to feature Fords or Bedfords, 
with chassis extensions and ‘dead’third 
axles? 

originally supplied as a dustcart. This would 
make the 'historic accuracy' of the load a 
rather messy and smelly business to achieve. 
But the point still stands - all to often, our 
attention is directed towards the chassis 
and cab of a commercial vehicle, not to 
researching the original bodywork, or what 
that bodywork actually carried. Remember, 
an empty lorry would be costing money, 
not earning it. So any sort of load would be 
better than none. 


ERF 

PIllilFiflfi II tttlDlll iDtraiJHIB 


PRESERVING THE PERIOD LOOK 

In this respect, there is a clear gap in the 
thinking between those interested in 
goods vehicles and railway enthusiasts, 
together with those interested in passenger 
road vehicles. And it's hard to explain 
why that should be. For example, no 
railway preservation group would ever 
consider repainting a freshly-restored 
steam locomotive in some'Mickey Mouse' 
fictitious livery, would they? Likewise, 
groups or individuals who restore road¬ 
going passenger vehicles would be widely 
expected to present a fresh restoration 
either in the livery it had when new - or at 
least the livery it had at some time during 
it's working life. In both these sectors of 
our hobby, everything possible is done to 
preserve original features, or, failing that, 
replicate them as accurately as possible. 

To not do so would result in considerable 
adverse publicity. 


And yet when it comes to an old 
lorry? Anything goes. Even well-known 
preserved commercials - and the list is 
depressingly a long one - that have had a 
well documented life with a'real'operator 
have had original features destroyed, 
bodywork and livery changed and their 
overall character irreversibly changed. And it 
is still happening. Why? When any criticism 
is aimed at those responsible, what's the 
response?"Well, it's so-and-so's money 
and he can do what he likes with his own 
property. The rest of us shouldn't criticise 
in case people like him get upset and don't 
restore any more old lorries." 

In answer to that I can only offer 
the examples of Mike Sutcliffe, Barry 
Wetherhead and the team at the London 
Bus Museum at Brooklands. If they can 
restore vehicles back to historical accuracy 
- often against difficult odds - then so can 
everyone else, surely? 
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Above: 1: One of the players in the early days of the skip Loader was CAF - the company held the UK distribution rights of the French Marrel unit - seen here 
mounted on a Bedford TK chassis.The skip in this case is a static waste container with hinged sides for general rubbish and packaging waste. 2: Here’s a cattle 
truck that has been photographed in new condition, by the official photographer working for the Commer publicity department. The shot is dated May 1948 
and we’re told that the traditional timber ‘float’ body, fixed to a flat platform body, was constructed by Carmichael of Worcester. It was based on an early post¬ 
war‘Superpoise’4-5ton chassis. 3 : Doubtless, as the production of commercial vehicles finally started in earnest by the Late 1940s, many of the‘old stagers’ 
could finally be Laid to rest. The picture of this new Dodge chassis for farmer Frank Matthews was taken in 1948 and shows KVT 863 being unloaded, outside a 
rather stylish 1930s dairy bottling plant, somewhere in the vicinity of Stoke-on-Trent. It seems our Frank was doing well enough to operate his own transport, 
thus speeding up the process of getting the milk delivered on time. 4 : The Foden files in the archives have an abundance of photographs of Foden-based 
transit mixers - it must have been a popular application for the Sandbach brand. But this one is something of a rarity - a half-cab 6x4 operated by‘Trumix’. 
New in 1969, this was a good time for Foden and the range has expanded to include a number of specials’like this one, the Legendary‘Twin-Load’and even 
an 8x4 extra Low cab mobile crane chassis. This same basic steel S50 cab (and the word‘basic’surely applied in more ways than one, here?) could be specified 
either as here in‘half cab’form, or as a conventional full-width version - both using the then fashionable reverse-rake windscreen. The tanks behind the cab 
are for fuel, for the auxiliary‘donkey’ engine that powers the mixer drum, and water to stop the mix setting too quickly! 



Above: “Oooh, hello Ducks.That’s a nice camera. Hang on a mo 1 make sure you photograph me best side!” Can’t you just hear the banter that was 
probably going on, during the taking of this shot of a Morrison electric mobile butcher’s shop, on a newly-constructed post-war council housing 
estate ‘somewhere in England’? If every picture tells a story, we have several going on here - the three young women are mothers (or about to be) of 
the post-war‘baby boomer’generation, at a time when‘housing’was seen as a social responsibility by Local councils. The picture was taken in 1953, 
yet there are no private cars to be seen in the street. It could well be that this newly-constructed estate has yet to get a regular bus service, so a 
visit by the M & S Co-op mobile shop was the only way for housewives to get regular supplies of meat and other fresh produce, at a time when few 
households would have had the ‘luxury’ of owning a fridge - or a car. 
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Above: Now this is a bit of class. We need to remember that the origins of the Rootes Group lay 
not in engineering, or the manufacture of cars and commercial vehicles, but in the sales and 
distribution of them. At one time in the 1930s, the Rootes brothers were, it was claimed, selling 
more cars, as independent traders, than some manufacturers did through their own dealers - 
without building any themselves! Rootes subsequently morphed into a manufacturing company 
in its own right, of course - usually by purchasing ailing manufacturers at knockdown prices. 
What does that tell us? It tells us that the Rootes brothers were smart operators who, above 
all else, understood the value of‘marketing’,‘image’and after-sales service. Roll these factors 
together and it helps us understand why so much attention to detail was expended on this 
Commer breakdown Lorry.lt was finished in a bright red paint scheme, with black wings and gold 
Leaf Lettering, and although destined for the Rootes Birmingham depot, the bodywork would 
have probably have been built in Rootes’own commercial vehicle bodyshop in Maidstone, Kent. 
Note the chrome railings around the top of the body and the illuminated‘Rootes’sign on the cab 
roof. Even the rearview mirrors and wheel-nuts have been chromed! 


'Loaded!' isn't just full of pictures of eight- 
wheelers and trailers, either - there are 
plenty of pictures of medium-weight lorries 
and smaller vans, as well as more specialised 
livestock transporters, mobile display units 
and the many other types of commercial 
vehicle that made up the vintage roadscene. 
And if you're still stuck for a suitable'look'for 
that freshly-restored chassis with no history 
or provenance? How about taking a look at 


the section covering new chassis on test? 

Hopefully there's something for everyone in 
'Loaded!' Here's a selection of pictures from 
the publication as a taster... 


ROAD HADLAGE ARCHIVE 


“LOADED!” 

CLASSIC LORRIES & THEIR LOADS 


Order your copy today 
from your newsagent 
or get it direct from the 
publisher to your door - 
see the advert elsewhere 
in this issue. 


Above: We’re told that this stylish Little Garner (Looking rather Like an early post-war Panhard 
from France) was “The first of a new forward control type” in 1937 and a closer look inside the 
Large glass window on the Left confirms the picture was taken at the Garner works. As the Garner 
was no 7-tonner, we can assume that each concrete test weight was more likely to weigh half 
a ton - which means this chassis is going out on test with a respectable 314 ton payload of 
weights.That should be more than enough to give the tester an indication of engine and brake 
performance during this ‘test’ undertaken by‘Modern Transport’ magazine. 


FINDING A REFERENCE 

That's the vehicles covered. But what about 
what goes on - or in - the body? True, 
there are some technical issues involved 
here: vehicles that have had gross weights 
de-rated clearly can't be expected to take 
a real period load of coal or steel tubes, for 
example, to rallies. Also, my own experience 
suggests that many mechanically-perfect 
sixty-year-old commercials are hard work to 
drive empty, let alone fully-loaded! But as an 
overall trend, wouldn't it be more rewarding 
to see a line of preserved commercials on 
a road run, complete with some period¬ 
looking loads, rather than the sun glinting 
off an over-restored varnished loadbed of 
a newly-constructed platform body on a 
chassis that had the original body ripped 
off and burned because restoring it was too 
much trouble? 

So where would anyone find suitable 
historical references for period body 
signwriting, the correct way to sheet a load, 
or some ideas as to what that load might be? 
Good question and I'm glad you asked. Some 
answers may be found in the latest issue of 
the Kelsey Road Transport Archive series, 
'Loaded!' - a selection of mostly previously 
unpublished period photographs from the 
Stevens-Stratton Archive of commercial 
vehicle pictures, which concentrates on 
the whole vehicle and it's load - and how 
it might have been used in service. This 
has not been an easy task, as the chassis 
manufacturers rarely featured press release 
pictures of newly-delivered lorries actually 
carrying a load, just as they rarely gave 
details of the bodybuilder, but happily we've 
found quite a few in the archive. 

And just to pick up on an earlier point, 
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Scene 




Alan Barnes continues the history of the Netherlands' commercial vehicle manufacturer up 

the end of the 1960s. 


I Above: A1955 DAF A1300, which Looks as if 
it was pictured in South Africa. 

T he growth of the van Doorne's 
Automobilfabriek company 
was rapid, once production 
of vehicles was started, with 
750 vehicles being produced 
in 1950, over 1000 in the following year, 
while in 1955 the company celebrated the 
completion of its 10,000th chassis. However, 
the vehicle production was largely domestic 
and military, and DAF had still to make an 
impact as far as the larger world market was 
concerned. 

While Hub van Doorne's undoubted design 
and engineering skills had resulted in the 
production of innovative chassis and very 
successful military and commercial vehicles, 
the question of power units remained 
unanswered.The Perkins and Hercules engines 
were now regarded as out of date and certainly 
underpowered, which prompted DAF to enter 
into an arrangement with Leyland to use its 
0.350 engines. 

In 1955, the range of DAF vehicles was 
completely revised and the new Leyland 
powered 1100,1300 and 1500 models were 
introduced.The initial agreement meant 
that DAF bought Leyland engines for their 
vehicles but, as far as the Dutch company was 
concerned, this was not an ideal arrangement, 
as it was unwilling to continue to rely on 


Above: The DAF production Line seen in 1955. 

imported engines. A licence agreement was 
later arranged, DAF building the 0.350 engine 
under licence, with a new production line set 
up at the Eindhoven works. DAF also used the 
0.350 as the basis for the design of its own 
engine and the new DD575 began production 
in 1957. 

DAF continued engine development work, 
producing the DF615 Series engine, which was 
based on the Leyland 0.375, while the 126hp 
DT615, a turbo-charged version followed 
in 1959. Interestingly, DAF also developed 


petrol versions of these engines, to meet the 
requirements of customers who were averse to 
diesel-powered vehicles. 

Further agreements with Leyland enabled 
DAF to take the more powerful 0.680 and 
P.680 Power Plus engines and, soon afterwards, 
DAF brought out its own version. Design 
improvements ultimately resulted in the 
production of the 320hp DKS, which nearly 
doubled the power of the original Leyland 
0.680 engine. A mid-range power unit, the 825 
Series, was also developed by the engineers 
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at Eindhoven, with later developments 
culminating in the production of the 230hp 
825 DHU. 

In the late 1950s, further heavier vehicle 
models were added to the DAF range, with 
the introduction of the 1600,1800,2000 and 
2200 chassis types. In addition to the forward 
control vehicles, DAF also introduced its first 
bonneted designs, the 13 and 15 Series.These 
were available as rigids and tractor units and 
with a choice of DAF petrol or diesel engines, 
while Leyland and Perkins power units were 
also available as options. 

The late 1950s also saw Hub van Doorne 
return to his Toots'and fulfil his long-standing 
ambition to produce a motor car, having 
allegedly built a three-wheeled car in his shed 
back in 1941. The 'Variomatic'transmission had 
also been developed, which was used in a small 
motor car, the DAF 600, which was introduced 
at the Amsterdam Motor Show in 1958. This 
proved to be an immediate success and the 
new transmission also led to the development 
of new ranges of military and light commercial 
vehicles. 

The two van Doorne brothers were joined 
in the business by their sons. Hub's two sons, 
Piet and Martin, and Wilhemus'son Willie, 
all followed in their fathers'footsteps and 
assumed management roles within the rapidly- 
expanding company. 

In 1957, a significant piece of new legislation 
had been passed, with the signing of the 
Transport International Routiers (TIR) Customs 
Convention, which allowed vehicles which 
met approved design specifications to pass 
freely across frontiers, under a TIR customs seal, 
without having to be opened for inspection. 
The Dutch Government had also passed 
legislation, which allowed vehicles to run 
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Right: The DAF engine factory building 
Leyland engines under Licence in 1957. 


Below: In 1957, DAF unveiled the new 2000 
heavy truck series, powered by an 11.1 litre 
DAF-built Leyland engine. 


favourably with anything being produced by its 
competitors. 

The arrival of the 2600 Series also meant that 
Hub van Doorne had achieved his ambition 
to place DAF on the world stage. In 1965, he 
decided to retire as Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, although his brother Wilhemus 
would continue with the company for a few 
more years, until he eventually retired in 1971. 
The retirement of the brothers marked the end 
of an era for the Dutch company, which they 
had developed from a simple engineering 
business into one of the world's leading truck 
manufacturers. 

The emergence of DAF as a leading truck 
manufacturer would be a noteworthy 
performance in itself, but to achieve this in 
such a short space of time is quite remarkable. 
In a little over ten years, the company had not 
only revived the Dutch motor industry, but 
also secured its place in history, as the only 
trailer manufacturing company to make the 
successful move into truck manufacture. DAF 
is also the only heavy truck manufacturer 
established in the immediate post-war period 
to achieve a worldwide market share. 

The use of images and information from the 
DAF Archive and The Commercial Motor is 
gratefully acknowledged. 


at weights up to 34 tonnes. These changes 
in legislation heralded the start of a boom 
in European road transport, followed by an 
increase in the use of containers for moving 
freight. Cities such as Amsterdam, Rotterdam 
and Antwerp became important freight 
terminals and DAF was ideally placed to take 
advantage of this boom. 

The company had modern production 
facilities, experienced engineers and a creative 
and forward-thinking design team and there 
were already some significant vehicles under 
development. In 1959, the cab styling received 
a makeover, with the grille design changing to 
a six chrome bar design. The new 2000 Series 
trucks were introduced, with a range of models 
which also included the first DAF sleeper cab. 


However, heavier vehicles were needed for 
the long distance haulage industry, with a 
requirement for the capacity to carry 25 tonne 
payloads right across Europe. 

At the time, the heaviest model in the DAF 
line-up was the 2200, and this was used as 
the basis for a new heavyweight. Intensive 
development work resulted in the DAF 2600 
being unveiled at the Dutch Commercial Motor 
Show held in Amsterdam in February 1962. 
Powered by the 212hp DK1160 engine, with 
a ZF gearbox and DAF double-reduction axle, 
the new 2600 was later regarded as arguably 
the best truck that DAF ever produced. The 
launch of the new 2600 Series established 
DAF as a major European truck manufacturer, 
with a range of models which compared 
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Above 1: A1957 DAF A12 normal control chassis with a bulk tipper body. 2: A1957 DAF T15 Bonneted tractor unit. 3: The DAF 2000 was also available 
as a rigid for draw-bar operation, like this 1958 example with a sleeper cab. 4 : Another 1958 DAF 2000 with a draw-bar trailer on international 
work - note the TIR plate. 5 : The 1958 DAF 2000 artic unit and trailer was an imposing outfit. 6 : A1959 fuel tanker on a DAF 2000 series chassis. 

7 : A1959 DAFA1600 tipper - note the revised grille. 8 : A1959 DAFA1800 rigid, with matching draw-bar trailer. 
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Left: The cab interior 
of a 1959 DAF A1600. 


Below: The cab 
interior of the 1962 
DAF 2600 was ahead 
of its time. 


Above: A DAF T1800 artic unit from 1960. 



Above: Another 1960 DAF T1800,with a generator on a drop-frame 
semi-trailer. 



Above: An early example of the DAF 2600 artic unit from 1962, with a 
trailer also made by the company. 
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Above: A brochure picture of the DAF 2600 introduced in 1962. 



Above: A bonneted DAF A16 dropside rigid from 1964. 
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THE BUTCHER, THE BAKER... 
A LOOK AT FOOD DELIVERIES 


Mike Forbes has selected from the Chris Hodge 'Stilltime' Collection a number 
of pictures showing vehicles engaged in the transport of various foods. 


F ood transport is a subject which 
we have touched on from 
various angles many times in 
this feature of the magazine. 
This is probably because so 
much of what is carried about on vehicles 
is part of the food chain. Agricultural 
haulage, meat or milk on the one hand, 
high street deliveries and well-known 
names on the other - foodstuffs make up 
a large proportion of goods moved. 

There are different aspects of food 
transport. There is the transport of the 
raw materials, from farm or docks, the 
bulk transport of particular products - 
these days we're talking about deliveries 
to the supermarket'RDCs'(Regional 
Distribution Centres, if they're still called 
that), basically strategically sited big 
sheds, where the stuff is sorted into 
deliveries to individual shops. 


Things used to be much more 
fragmented, of course, with many smaller, 
more local warehouses, from which 
deliveries were made to the shops - and, 
of course, to customers' doorsteps. We 
only have the remnants of milk deliveries 
to homes now, but once there were bread 
rounds, mobile butchers and even general 
stores on wheels. It's all changed to the 
supermarkets, even in a smaller way in 
just about every village and town. 

So here's a look back at a selection of 
vehicles delivering food in the past. As it 
turns out, they are all vans and covered 
vehicles, which was not always the case. 
Maybe there will be some open lorries in 
our next look at the subject. A lot of the 
names will bring back memories for many 
of us, while others will remind us of our 
own local companies. Will things ever be 
the same...? 



Above: Probably the newest vehicle in the fleet at the time was this Morris Vfe-Tonner, LTR 919 
(Southampton, 1953). This one has bespoke bodywork, our man is taking a tray from the side 
shutter into the shop. He’s parked on the pavement, as has the Hillman behind, unlike the 
Wolseley - very modern, I’m sure... Wonder what the Lady with the pram thinks of that? S B 
Lowman was‘famous for wedding cakes’according the signwriting on the cab doors. 

(CHC aay597) 
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Above: Let’s start with a couple of baker’s 
vans. Lowman’s Bakery in Portswood, 
Southampton, grew to have branches, 
including tea shops, all over Hampshire, 
and inevitably was taken over by RHM in the 
1960s. Here we have some scenes from a 
press visit in the early 1950s. The mechanic 
is checking over the vans before they go out 
on their rounds.The two here are smart- 
looking Trojan, HCR 367 (Southampton, 1950) 
and fleet no P34, a Morris 10 cwt, CCR xxx, 
dating from 1938 - note the wire wheels. 
They both have extra side access, either a 
door or roller-shutter, in otherwise standard 
bodywork. (CHC aay598) 

Left: Here’s a varied Line-up of part of the 
Lowman delivery fleet, which obviously 
delivered to both shops and houses. From 
the right, we have a Morrison ELectricar, 

EOW 280 (Southampton, 1947) - the sort 
of vehicle many bakers and dairies used 
for Local rounds - another Morris 10 cwt, 

COW 627, from 1939, a box-bodied Morris- 
Commercial LC3, GOW 69 from 1950, a Morris- 
Commercial PV,from 1953-4 - one of the Last 
of these - then an Austin K2, EOW 900, from 
1947 and a couple of the Later‘Loadstar’type, 
including KEL760 (Bournemouth, 1950. 

(CHC aay599) 
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Above: Pork Farms is still making its 
Melton Mowbray pork pies in Nottingham, 
now on a trading estate, rather than in 
a factory in a city side-street, as seen 
here. This Morris FE, fleet no 7,970 BTO 
(Nottingham, 1958), appears to have an 
underfloor refrigeration unit, behind its 
fuel tank. (CHC aar509) 

Left: Another Pork Farms delivery van, 
presumably used for supplying shops 
rather than door-to-door sales, was this 
Bedford Jl, with integral van bodywork 
with a sliding side door, fleet no 24,484 
JTV (Nottingham, 1960). It was parked 
awaiting Loading at the kerbside, along 
with an earlier Bedford TA-cabbed van and 
the Morris FE, not the way food would be 
handled today. (CHC aar510) 



epresenting dairies and milk delivery, which we covered in more depth about three years ago, we 
have a Morris J Type, UU 875 (Bournemouth, 1957), of M & P Dairies of Bournemouth, registered 
in the year when the J was updated to the J/B with the ‘B’ Series overhead valve, but still with 
the Morris-Commercial badge above the radiator grille. This has a cut-out in the side for ease of 
unloading, although the sliding door gets in the way... The natty headboard on both vans says 
‘Beauty with Milk’, while the Lettering between the wheels says’ No unauthorised persons to ride in 
this vehicle’ - which probably hasn’t got a passenger seat anyway... (CHC aaul82) 































Left: Now who remembers when you 
bought biscuits Loose in the shop, from a 
Large square tin (the broken biscuits Left 
over would be cheaper)? Here we have 
some vans Loading those tins of Carr’s 
Biscuits. Now a brand of United Biscuits, 
alongside McVitie’s, Carr & Co was started 
in 1831, with a factory in Carlisle, but this 
was probably the London distribution 
depot. The vehicles are Bedford WTL 
chassis, with integral van bodies, CLH 
222/223 and (I think) DGY143 (all London, 
1936). 


1: Predecessor of the‘Walk-Thru’was the Commer BF 25-30 cwt 
panel van, not dissimilar with its semi-forward control and 
sliding cab doors. Here are three, 756 NRE, 271 PRE and 8 DRE 
(Staffordshire, 1957,’56 and ’54) in the fleet of Marsh & Baxter, 
ham and bacon curers, of Brierley Hill, in the West Midlands, 
Lined up at the Loading bank, with an Austin Loadstar box van. 
(CHC aawl63) 

2: More pies,from the associated Harris company, based in 
Caine, Wiltshire - we covered the companies and their fleets in 
detail a few years back - with an Austin-badged BMC diesel- 
powered FG integral van, with sliding cab doors, 369 BMW 
(Wiltshire, 1963) making its way through the busy market place 
in Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, in the Late 1960s. (CHC abb255) 

3: Not a make we see very often in Vintage Roadscene, this 
early Volkswagen Transporter van, OXJ10 (Manchester, 1954), 
Lost its front badge, in favour of signwriting for the operator, 
tea merchant, Wright & Green, of Manchester. More dodgy 
parking -right on a corner - while our man is delivering a 
small parcel into Williams’ corner shop - those were the days, 
eh? (CHC abe849) 

www.roadscene.com 


Right: You used to see them everywhere, but when 
was the Last time you saw one? The Commer (as here, 
Later Dodge) 30 cwt-2 ton ‘Walk-Thru’was in many 
delivery fleets throughout the 1960s-1980s.This one 
for Adams, the sausage and pie producer, was displayed 
at the Scottish Show in the mid-1970s, with its internal 
racking for trays seen through the rear door. 

(CHC abk310) 











































Scenes Past 


Above: Back to the bakers now, with a Bedford CAchassis-cowL,SOA442 (Birmingham, 1955), fitted with a bespoke coachbuiLt body - usually so that the 
baked goods, bread and cakes, could be slid in and out on fitted trays - in the fleet of Hawley’s of Birmingham. The company had bigger Bedford TA/TJ 
vans for shop and catering deliveries, as well as battery-electric vans. The baker’s rounds-man is setting off with his basket of loaves and cakes, possibly 
with a long walk ahead, around the block of flats - leaving the rear doors wide open, note, how tempting for naughty little boys... (CHC aau378) 



Left: Just having had a wash, to keep that flamboyant 
bodywork pristine, this was another semi-forward control 
1930s Morris 10 cwt, like those of Hawley’s Bakery, but with 
a higher volume streamlined coachbuilt body, presumably 
to look good in the high street, rather than for its capacity, 
for PascaLL’s Sweets, made in London, then Mitcham, and 
now part of Cadbury-Schweppes. (CHC aaL539) 


Below: In contrast, sorry, but this Thames Trader-based 
integral van was never going to look as stylish as its 
ET6-based predecessor. This mid-1960s competitor to the 
BMC FG, heavier Commer Walk-Thru models and similar 
Bedfords, was seen at a Commercial Vehicle Show, in 
the livery of Eden Vale, producer of dairy products, like 
yoghurt, cream and cheese. (CHC aak028) 


Left: Now for some vehicles which would have delivered to shops or maybe 
the warehouses of regional or national chains, Like International Stores, 
which introduced some of the early supermarkets - Little did they know 
what they were starting... Here, seen taking part in a Lorry Driver of the 
Year heat, is a Thames 4D, fitted with Ford’s ‘Costcutter’four cylinder diesel 
engine, XNV 224 (Northamptonshire, 1960). The box van body has unusual 
horizontally-divided side doors for the delivery of Whitworth’s products 
Like raisins and sultanas, still being distributed from its warehouse in 
Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire. (CHC aah747) 
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1: Here we have another Thames 4D box van, 411 DKJ (Kent, 1958), in the pale blue(?) Livery of Smedley’s Canned Foods, at the company’s factory at 
WhyteLeaf in Surrey, south of Croydon. As a bonus, we have a Seddon artic of the Metal Box Company, making a delivery of empty cans. (CHC aax465) 

2: Photographed at a Commercial Vehicle Show in the early 1960s, on the Arlington bodybuilders stand, is an AEC Mercury, with the Later single- 
windscreen Park Royal cab, with a Large box van body destined for the fleet of Brooke Bond Tea, to distribute those‘PG Tips’. (CHC aak005) 

3: Another AEC box van, a slightly older Mandator this time, equipped to pull a draw-bar trailer, judging from that front tow-hitch. 771 GVK (Newcastle, 
1959) was in the fleet of Thos Bell & Son, of NewcastLe-on-Tyne and Nottingham, for the distribution of Be-Ro Self-Raising Flour, without which Mum 
could not have baked those cakes for tea. (CHC aah744) 

4: Remember Kunzle cakes? These‘fancies’were a special treat for‘Sunday teatime’for many of us for years. Charles Kunzle of Birmingham supplied 
shops and, as here, restaurants, with cakes using a fleet of Bedford and Austin vans, Like GOA 634 (Birmingham, 1945), a wartime K2, in this early post¬ 
war street scene. (CHC aar276) 

5: It seems even the wholesale fruit and vegetable merchant, Gerrards of Southall, was using covered vehicles to distribute its wares to greengrocers, 
so still no open vehicles this time. Here wartime Bedford OY, LML769 (Middlesex, 1943), with its tilt-covered dropside body, along with other vehicles in 
the company’s fleet, was being loaded in a side-street near the old Covent Garden market. (CHC aam221) 

6: To finish off, the shape of things to come. A mid-1960s view of J Sainsbury’s vehicles, outside the company’s warehouse, off Stamford Street, London 
SE1, just east of Waterloo Bridge - imagine a central Location Like that today... Lonsdale & Thompson’s‘Cash & Carry’was there too. In the two-tone 
brown Livery of the day, we see two Bedford S Type box vans, BGY 205B, a TK rigid with a refrigerated body and a TK artic, with a fridge trailer on four-in- 
line running gear. They would distribute all sorts of food, in consolidated Loads, from the warehouse to Sainsbury’s branches throughout the South¬ 
east. The company Later moved to other‘out-of-town’sites. (CHC abg592) 


www.roadscene.com 


July 18 43 

















HOW TO BUY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

OFFER 1 . DIGITAL EDITION: VISIT: pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 
OFFER 2. PRINT EDITION: COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM BELOW 


EfYES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO VINTAGE ROADSCENE MAGAZINE 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code. 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 

Email. 

IF DELIVERY IS TO A DIFFERENT ADDRESS, COMPLETE BELOW 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 


We may wish to contact you regarding our special offers that we believe would be 
of relevance to you. Please tick the boxes to tell us all the ways you would 
prefer to hear from us ■Email HPost ■ Phone ■ Text Message. 

We will not pass your details onto third party companies. 


5 BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 16% • BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 16% 


□ I WISH TO SUBSCRIBE BY DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENTS OF £45 FOR MY FIRST 
12 ISSUES (SAVING 16%). I UNDERSTAND THAT MY SUBSCRIPTION WILL 
CONTINUE AT THE SAME LOW RATE WITH PAYMENTS TAKEN EVERY 12 
MONTHS - UNLESS I WRITE TO TELL YOU OTHERWISE. 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

Account name. 

Sort code Account number 


Signature. Date. 

Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


Originator’s Id number 

81 31 71 3 I 81 3 



PAY BY CHEQUE / DEBIT / CREDIT CARD 


□ UK: 6 issues at £27 

□ UK: 12 issues at £54 SAVING 9% £49 

□ USA / EUROPE: 12 issues at £66 

□ REST OF WORLD: 12 issues at £72 


□ I enclose a cheque fa £.made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited (drawn from a UK axounl) 

□ Please debit my □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ MasterCard for £. 

Card number III III III III 




R VINTAGE I? 
OADSCENUi 

SAVE MONEY 


Awmmmmmmmmm k 


OFFER 1 DIGITAL EDITION 




PAY JUST £28.99 
FOR 12 ISSUES 
SAVING 46%' 

All of our digital magazine 
subscriptions and issues can be 
downloaded from anywhere in the 
world and read on PC, Mac, iPad, 
iPhone, Android devices, Kindle Fire, 
Windows 8 devices and any HTML5 
compatible device. 



Security number 


""Discount calculated from print issue price of £4.50, 


Valid from./.Expiry date./. 

Signature.Date 


(UK ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Vintage Roadscene Subscription, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG 
(INTERNATIONAL ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

Vintage Roadscene Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe 
Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG, UK 
g=^T) PHONE TOLL FREE FROM USA:1 -888-777-0275 (7am-3pm EST) 
I™ I INTERNATIONAL ONLY PLEASE CALL: 0044 (0)1959 543 747 


Offer closes on the 31 December 2018. Here at Kelsey Publishing we take your privacy seriously 
and will only use your personal information to administer your account and to provide the £ 
products and services you have requested from us. We will only contact you about our special g 
offers via the preferences you have indicated above and you can update these at any time by jg 
emailing us at subs@kelsey.co.uk or by calling us on 01959 543 747. > 


AVAILABLE ON 
THEAPP STORE AND 
POCKETMAGS.COM 



pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 


















































































SUBSCRIBE TODAY 



ON THESE SPECIAL OFFERS 


OFFER 2 UK PRINT EDITION 


rd 


12 ISSUES FOR 'SI 
THE PRICE OF 10 


SAVE 
16 % 


NEVER MISS AN ISSUE FREE DELIVERY DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR 



for archive 
Bctures m 


jzgiagiEEai 


Bus Company Works 


\\ Hampshire \\5 ed m / ■ |m | ' M ' A M ^ M i 1 }} '-wipany patniinder 

pifaef 5 T| VIIM 1 AGE 17 rf^— . 

RSimJ > nE a »E 

ML WW1W^¥1¥ T - Issue 221 Aoril 201A ra «;n 


\\ Bodies \\ Add an 

// Beautiful // Axle 


VINTAGE 


\\ Bus Company \\ Pathfinder 
1 //Vans // Fire Engine 


^ Old and New 

Big and Small 

P Our Flexible Friends^ 

m: * 

"■T 5j ✓ 


^“^SSiRIESOWTEST 

^ ^ 

t * » "ikJS 


3 


EASY 
WAYS 
TO ORDER 


1 

2 


3 


ONLINE 

shop.kelsey.co.uk/vrs 

POST 

Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 
Vintage Roadscene magazine subscriptions, 

Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, 
Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG 

CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 
01959 543 747 & quote offer code VRSP0618 

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. 


*UK Direct Debit print offer only, Pay just £45 (saving 16%) for 12 issues. 






































We continue with the late 
Alan Price's memories of 
his time at the Maidstone & 
District workshops at Postley. 


Above: One the AEC Regent Vs which Charlie Williams and his gang were overhauling when Alan 
Price joined them.There were both highbridge and Lowbridge versions. Gravesend had some 
of the former but the type was associated generally with the Tunbridge Wells operating area. 
The picture shows the addition of a fleet number by the rear offside wheel arch. An innovation 
suggested by Alan Price after his time with the Checking Inspectors. 


Alan Price began and ended his 
31 year career in the bus industry 
in Maidstone, then working at BET 
Group companies, Mexborough & 
Swinton, Yorkshire Woolen, Trent 
and City of Oxford Motor Services, 
before returning to Maidstone 
Brough Council, presiding over 
the change to 'Boro'line' with 
deregulation, before retiring to 
Norfolk. 

He sent us this article before he 
passed away last year, but we have 
only now sorted out suitable pictures 
to complement his words, so this 
interesting and at times amusing 
article and the previous part will 
have to act as a tribute to a most 
talented bus company manager. 


MECHANICAL OVERHAULS 

The centraI'driveway'at Postley actually 
passed through three separate buildings, 
which were linked end-on. The first, 
immediately beyond the entrance, 
contained the central stores and the 
various areas carrying out the mechanical 
refurbishment we visited in Part I.The 
second area, overlooked by the Works 
Superintendent's office had, on the right 
hand side of the driveway, an area for 
storing refurbished units waiting to be 
distributed to depots, plus the metal 
working area, usually referred to as the 
'Tinsmiths', where re-metalling of cranks, etc, 
and re-creation of pillar sections, etc took 


place. 

On the opposite side of the driveway 
were a number of relatively modern pits 
only one of which was in regular use, with 
the vast majority of mechanical overhauls 
being carried out at depots. In order to 
retain chassis overhaul skills at Postley, one 
gang was retained. Not regarded as skilled 
men (fitters) the members of the gang were 
in theory paid at a lower'mechanic's'rate. 
However, their personal aptitudes were 
recognised by the addition of X number of 
old pence to their individual basic hourly 
rate. 

The redoubtable leader of the gang, 
'Charlie'Williams, whose house contained 
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Above: One of the Lowbridge K6ABristoLs stationed at Maidstone, Borough Green and Gillingham consequent upon a particularly tight bridge at East 
Mailing. 


gasket glazed windows, was paid so many 
pence over his basic rate that he was one 
of best-paid hourly-rate employees on the 
company, his pay exceeding that of many 
salaried staff. 

The gang's modus operandi was 
interesting! On arrival on a Monday morning, 
they got stuck into the overhaul vehicle like 
'whirling dervishes', and had removed all the 
major units by morning tea break.The rest 
of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday were 
spent leisurely checking wire and pipe runs 
for chafing and so on, in collaboration with 
the electricians and tinsmiths - plus possibly 
servicing an Engineering Department van 
or car. On Thursday, the 'whirling dervish' 
act was repeated, as overhauled or new 
units were fitted to the vehicle, which was 
re-started late that afternoon. 

On Friday morning, the vehicle left the 
works, just after the morning rush hour in 
Maidstone. As it did so, a member of the 
gang standing on the platform was handed 
quantities of bits of paper at various points 
along the way. I assumed that he was acting 
as a bookie's runner but, as we will see,'not 
a bit of it'... 

While Charlie drove us along the route 
of Service 12, the rest of the gang listened 
for untoward noises, checked the heaters 
and organised 'Tapley Meter' Brake Tests. 
Somewhere in the area of the world-famous 
'Gladdish Bends', the vehicle pulled into 

Right: Atypical Lorry conversion used for 
stores distribution from Postley to the 
depots. (14). Note the M&D Radiator Plate 
not fitted to post-war vehicles. 


a chicken farm and a large number of 
freshly-dressed chickens were brought on 
board. On the journey back, the chickens 
were matched with the requirements, set 
out on the pieces of paper which had been 
collected. The vehicle arrived back in the 
works yard, just at the time the multitude 
were emerging for their midday dinner 
break. The vehicle was parked by the 
canteen, while Charlie and his acolytes had 
their meal. After the break, the vehicle was 
driven back up through the works, sans- 
chickens.The Friday afternoon was spent 
carrying out any rectifications identified 
during the morning. 

During my period with Charlie's lot, they 


were carrying out the first re-certification 
overhauls of the company's comparatively 
small fleet of Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent 
Vs. My memory tells me that it was rare to 
identify anything serious requiring attention 
on the bodywork, but that overheating was 
an on-going problem, especially when new 
heads were used. 

Various'cures'were proposed and tried, 
including by-passing the radiator and 
running copper pipework twice round 
each saloon - fine in the winter - but the 
rest of the year? Hmm... I was associated 
with a solution which was somewhat more 
successful. Assume that the head or the 
block is not true, fit twice the thickness 
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Right: One of the Guy Arab IVs for which 
spares were held at Luton Depot not 
Postley Works. This wasn’t one of the 
buses with front axles containing masses 
of‘shims’- they were the earlier‘wartime 
Guys’. 


of gasket recommended and pull the the 
heads down by half as much again as 
recommended. In practice, this produced a 
cure - provided you didn't pull the studs out 
of the block. 


Paintshop - Confidence Jolted 

So far, during my time at Postley, I had 
felt confident that I was upholding the 
creditability of university graduates/ 
management trainees; so dispelling 
assumptions that they would be useless 
at anything that mattered. My confidence 
was now to receive a severe jolt. The time 
had come when I moved into the territory 
controlled by the Bodyshop Foreman, Sidney 
Heritage who, as well as running the Body 
Shop, oversaw the Chargehand running 
the Paint Shop, where there was simmering 
discontent, because their own recently- 
retired foreman had not been replaced like 
for like. 

Starting in the Paint Shop, I was soon 
informed that a highly-skilled coach-painter 
was a person occupying one of the pinnacles 
of'hands on'occupational achievement 
and deserved to be managed by someone 
of equal status. All painting was by hand; 
it being explained that spray painting was 
unhealthy, did not produce a sufficiently 
robust layer of paint and took longer than 
hand painting, once the need for complex 
masking up was taken in to account. 

Proudly, I was shown how to paint as 
a coach-painter would. The paint was 
contained in a substantial oblong painter's 


bucket, into which what seemed to me 
to be an overly-large brush was dipped, 
moved through the paint with a cross 
between a flick and a twirl, to be extracted 
containing a vast amount of paint, which 
was mesmerised into staying on the brush, 
until it was applied outwards from the centre 
of a rubbed down panel, until the whole 
panel was covered with an obviously even 
layer of paint. 

After a few demonstrations I was presented 
with my own equipment and panel. My paint 
refused point blank to be mesmerised, and 
it soon became apparent that, even if I could 
hold a spanner like a fitter, I could not hold a 
paintbrush like a coach painter. For a while, I 
resorted to using a much smaller brush and 
painting from across the top of the panel, 
gradually working my way downwards. I 
was stopped and it was explained painfully 
that my approach was totally amateur, and 
any professional would be able to see that 
the paint on the panel had dried at different 
rates, producing an inferior finish. 

The Paint Shop was always full of at least 


six vehicles, turning out about eight per 
week. Although the larger depots did a fair 
amount of painting, the 'target' of every 
vehicle being painted at around three yearly 
intervals was only achieved by keeping the 
Postley paint shop very busy. 

The main fleet livery was in a state of 
transition in a number of ways, for example, 
the lining out of the BET dark green with 
Tilling green had all but disappeared.This 
practice was presumably a legacy of the 
company's period in BAT's ownership. 

Overall, vehicle painting was far more 
complex than it was about to become. 

The days of plasticised interiors had hardly 
arrived and the painted interiors of the 
period required a great deal of fiddly 
painting to counteract the impact of tobacco 
and hair spray. 

M&D was not wedded to one paint 
manufacturer. To the best of my recollection, 
Postley was using Dulite at the time of 
my visit. If it was considered that a vehicle 
was still covered with sufficient paint after 
being rubbed down or'nibbed'it might be 
only varnished; the favoured varnish being 
Parsons. In spite of the Postley painters 
pleasure in their professionalism, I later 
discovered that the Hastings Area routinely 
avoided sending vehicles to Postley for 
'paint', on the grounds that Postley paint 
faded in the sea air. The Hastings painters 
still mixed their own paint de novo 
themselves! 

Details recording the painting which had 
been carried out was actually painted in 
script on the vehicle, usually adjacent to the 
used ticket box. The inscription might read 
something like this:'Dulite P/W 1/10/59 or 
Parsons tu&vT/W 9/9/59. 


Above: A picture of the bodyshop from the series said to have been taken at the start of World War 
II for insurance purposes, with various Leyland double-deckers being attended to. 


Better at Bodybuilding 

Life on the other side of the central driveway, 
among the bodybuilders, was somewhat 
better for me, without reaching the same 
comfort zone I had been in while on the 


48 July 18 


www.roadscene.com 





















Above: In a ‘StiLLtime’ picture from nearer the time Alan Price was at PostLey, a Maidstone & 
District Leyland-bodied PD2, fleet no DL34,with its radiator and engine removed, receives 
attention to its front springs. (CHC aat495) 


mechanical side. This was in spite of the 
fact that the bodybuilders, like the coach- 
painters, regarded themselves as belonging 
to a superior level of craftsmanship. 

Again like the painters, many of them had 
trained originally with Shorts, when that 
company built PSV bodies at Rochester. 
However, these men had moved on, being 
as comfortable working in metal and glass- 
fibre as with wood. This approach was by 
no means universal; as late as 1974, and 
even again in 1990,1 was to come across 
craftsmen who had not moved on from 
wood! Like the paintshop, the bodyshop 
was busy, with at least six vehicles being 
present at any one time. The majority were 
in for attention to accident damage. 

After it had been established that I was 
competent in the use of a drill and a rivet 
gun, I was presented with my very own - 
under light supervision - accident repair. 
This was a Gravesend Depot xxx DKT- 
registered Park Royal-bodied Reliance, with 
a sufficiently high spec to be considered 
as a semi-coach. I understood that it 
had received a considerable'whack'on 
the nearside front corner, so it required 
stripping back to the rear door pillar. At 
first, things went reasonably well. I got 
the damaged doors off, the step well out, 
defenestrated the doors of broken glass and 
saw the appropriate bits despatched to the 


tinsmiths for straightening/repair. 

It was when I turned my attention to the 
crumpled glass-fibre front that things went 
pear-shaped for a while. I discovered that 
Park Royal had made the whole of the front 
of the bus out of one enormous piece of 
moulded glass-fibre. This was, of course, 
early in the development of glass-fibre 
body parts. I assumed that the whole thing 


would have to come off in one piece, and 
had spent some time removing linings and 
other fixtures and fittings to this end, before 
it was pointed out to me that it would be a 
lot simpler to put a cut with a hacksaw blade 
across the front panel below the windscreen 
and remove only the lower less complex 
part of the moulded front. 

I must have looked awfully crestfallen, 
since two of the older bodybuilders told me 
the following story. Back at Shorts, they had 
been put on building a new (re)body for a 
1920s Leyland double-decker. 

After a quick look at the drawings, they 
set to work, starting each on his own side 
of the main lower saloon structure. All 
went well, until the completed sides were 
offered up onto the body-bearers attached 
to the chassis, only for it to be apparent 
that they had each got the main waist-rail 
at a different height. After thought, it was 
decided that the two waist-rails would 
meet - or rather not meet - in the centre 
of the front of the saloon, just to the left of 
the driver's cab and behind a wider than 
the then usual piece of marquetry: with the 
collaboration of the glass-cutter their little 
contretemps never came to wider light. 

I was not quite so lucky. I nearly fell off 
the 'horse' I was standing on, as I got the 
'cut'with the hacksaw blade to about 
half-way across the front of the vehicle, 
when suddenly I heard a more cultured 
voice behind me. Mr Marshall, the Chief 
Engineer, who rarely visited the works had 
come to see how my practical engineering 
experience was going. He inquired with a 
degree of irritated surprise what I thought 
I was doing. I explained the advantages of 
not taking the whole of the front off the bus. 

Some months later, at Stratton House, 


Above: Engines have been disassembled and their parts refurbished, before reassembly and 
re-fitting. (CHC aat497) 
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Right: Engine reassembly. (CHC aat498) 

BET Head Office, I was shown the general 
arrangement drawings for the successor 
BET standard single-deck. Among the notes 
appeared the suggestions of companies 
who had inspected the drawings. M&D's 
read 'lower front panels to be in at least 
three sections and readily detachable'.. 

Obsolete Stores 

The central driveway through Postley 
finished at an end wall, beyond the painters 
and bodybuilders. There was something 
ironic about the fact that the areas of the 
works which received by far the most 
vehicles were furthest from the vehicle 
entrance. However, the end wall did contain 
an inconspicuous pedestrian door, and 
beyond this was one of the company's 
best-kept secrets - a concrete military-style 
building which contained the'obsolete 
store'. These stores were mostly of pre-war 
origin, tightly packed, and beyond the 
accountants'ken. There were rumours 
amongst the few cognoscenti that, among 
other treasures, a complete Tilling Stevens 
Petrol-Electric could be assembled from it 
contents. 

And it was with the operational Stores 
Department, back by the main entrance 
to the works, that my spell at Postley 
ended. The department has it's own 
Superintendent. On a day-to-day basis, M&D 
was run by it's Superintendents and Officers. 
Those in charge of an operating area were 
designated District Superintendents, but 
those in charge of a function had the name 
of that function, be it'Works', or'Stores'or 
'Insurance', as part of their title. 


Mr Clare, the Stores Superintendent, with a 
dignified office to the left of the works main 
entrance, was the most dapper of these 
officials. Although officially in charge of all 
aspects of stores, he spent much of his time 
acting as the company's chief buyer. His 
basic technique was very straightforward. 

The BET Group had a buying arm known 
as the BET Federation, which negotiated 


contracts, on behalf of the group and a 
few other subscribers, with a vast range of 
suppliers. When a salesperson arrived in 
Mr Clare's office, he was listened to with 
apparent interest and empathy, but then 
invited to name the overriding discount he 
was prepared to add to the discount already 
negotiated with the BET Federation. A 
surprising number found themselves able to 
do so. Some bulk items such as brake linings 
would end up discounted by percentages in 
the high 90s... 

Mr Clare's able lieutenant in day-to-day 
control of the Central Stores at Postley was 
Mr White, a very long-standing employee, 
not to be confused with Mr Arthur White, 
the comparatively recently-arrived General 
Manager. 

The Central Stores serviced, by requisition 
from stock and by order from suppliers, the 
needs of the depots and the central works 
itself. Stores for the depots were collected 
on an interval basis by lorries and vans, one 
based at Postley, the others in the areas. 
They included some notable conversions of 
pre-war vehicles. There was, however, one 
major exception to this pattern: virtually all 
Guy and Gardner parts were held at Luton 
Depot. This was not such an anomaly as 
it might seem since all Guy vehicles and, 
with one exception, Gardner engines were 
confined to the Medway Towns. 
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Postscript 

Postley Road looks quite different today. 
After a spell as an industrial estate, all trace 
of Postley Works has disappeared, having 
been replaced by a cul-de-sac of new 
homes, rejoicing in the name of Tilling Close, 
perhaps in memory of one of the other 
great Maidstone transport icons of the last 
century. My Postley Works was perhaps 
just past the peak of such establishments' 
usefulness, concentrating on refurbishing 
mechanical units to the highest standard 
and operating body and paint shops. Yet 
the Engineering Department of M&D of the 
late 1950s would have never tolerated the 
shabby, rattly public transport which came 
to much of the UK not all that much later. 


illustrated one morning, when I found Mr 
White wandering about with a fairly simple 
bolt, having both damaged thread and 
being out of stock at Leyland. He was, in 
desperation, asking the fitters if anyone 
had a potential replacement, among the 
odds and ends, squirrelled away under their 
benches. The bolt was part of the bracket 
assembly holding an Atlantean alternator 
in place. Something about it reminded 
me of my father's engineering workshop, 
little altered since Victorian times. I then 
recognised Whitworth thread! The tension 
on the latest alternator, on the latest 
cutting-edge Leyland vehicle design, was 
adjusted by means of an all but obsolete 
Victorian design of bolt. A trip to the 
obsolete stores solved the problem. 

Later M&D did attempt to ameliorate the 
developing spares crisis for newer Leyland 
designs, by buying a new Atlantean chassis 
and breaking it up at Postley for spares! 

Afterwards came further adventures; 
among other things, spending time with 
the M&D team, trying to work with Leyland, 
to finish the product development of the 
Atlantean and operate bus services at the 
same time with the same vehicles. Towards 
the end of my time in his department. 



Above: Another view of the bodyshop, with the Bristol K6a double-deckers and the AEC Reliance 
single-decker. These were probably the bodybuilders who Alan worked alongside during his 
time there. (CHC aat504) Inset: A third view of the bodyshop, with the Bristol K6A, fleet no 
DH114, HKE 215 (Kent, 1944) rebodied by Weymann in 1953 and now due for its re-certification. 

(CHC aat505) 


Above: Bristol K6A double-deckers, a lowbridge AEC Regent V and an AEC Reliance single-decker 
have their bodywork attended to (CHC aat503) 


In 1961, the supply of spare parts had not 
really become the nightmare it had become 
by the mid-1960s, as the Stokes regime 
took hold at Leyland. Good stocks of Bristol 
and pre-Atlantean Leyland spares existed, 
while AEC had a specialist depot at Page 
Street, Westminster, holding stocks for its 
customers in South-east England, geared to 
the vehicles they operated.Tunbridge Wells 
Depot, with its historic connections with the 
East Surrey company and therefore London 
Transport, had lines of communication open 
to the latter organisation's resources. 

A talisman of what was to come was 


I had an opportunity of discussing his 
management approach with Chief Engineer, 
Don Marshall. 

It was, he explained, simply to appoint the 
right people in the right places and let them 
get on with it. 

Actually it was not quite that simple. 
Everyone in his department knew that 
the engineering costs were studied by 
him and the Assistant Engineer, Doug 
Awde, in great detail - by vehicle type, by 
individual vehicles at individual depots, by 
individual repairs, etc, by comparing one 
depot with another, by examining cost per 
mile operated and, most importantly, by 
comparison with similar costs at other BET 
companies. He felt, I assume, that provided 
these comparisons were favourable to 
M&D his job was done. And they were so 
favourable. 


■ Our thanks to Phil Moth of PM 
Photography and Brian Weeden of the 
M&D and East Kent Bus Club, for their 
assistance in obtaining suitable pictures 
to illustrate Alan's article. 
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Above: White metal Bedford 0 Type; the tractor is from the Model Bus Company London Transport canteen, the trailer of which was seen in a earlier 
issue, featuring showmans models, converted to a circus booking office. The trailer here is also white metal, but from whom I am not sure. I have to 
admit here that, although I can recall most of the early white metal producers, I fail to remember who produced what, so if readers can confirm any 
items please send you findings to the Letter pages. The Lenham Storage Co decals were from a Late friend who had them produced for his‘Code 3’ 
range of models. 


MODELLING GENERAL TRANSPORT 

Les Freathy has previously covered models of various specialist transport, now he looks at 

'ordinary' haulage lorries in model form. 


T his model feature is dedicated to 
general haulage. Once again the 
scale of the models is 1/76 or 4 
mm to 1 ft and includes some of 
my models, as well as others from 
close modelling friends, to achieve a nice 
balance of different modelling techniques. 

As will be seen, all are from the vintage 
and classic eras which, indeed, seems to be 
most popular these days, especially with 
many kits, components and diecast models 
available on the market. Having said that, 
a good number of more modern vehicles 
have also appeared in model form, thanks to 
the efforts of Oxford Diecast and the many 
components and kits from Road Transport 
Images (RTI), cast in resin. 

It is intended to follow up this article 
with more on this subject in future issues 
of Vintage Roadscene, in the same style 
to include both mine and other modellers 
work. 



Above: Here is another of those early white metal models, which was passed to me with no box. 
I have built up this Lovely Dennis Ace as a brewery truck, in the Livery of Whitbread. ALL I need 
now is to get some suitable decals from RTI to complete the model. 
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Where the model meets the real thing 






Above and Left: This is a hand-built model from 
master modeller, Peter Plummer.This faultless 
model of an AEC Mammoth Major 8 tanker in the 
Livery of Power Fuels uses many RTI components. 
Peter is a master of the solder iron and stickler for 
fine detail as a close inspection of the model will 
testify. 

Below: This model is a simple conversion on an 
early EFE diecast AEC Mammoth Major. Some 
alterations were made around the radiator and 
windscreen areas and a new set of wheels replaced 
the originals; the fronts which were indeed 
much to thin. The model was then given a coat of 
weathering. 









































Right: A bit of self-indulgence 
with these two models, as I 
joined the firm R L Stuart and 
Sons, back in 1968, and this 
Austin FG was my first steed 
for delivering timber, building 
supplies and the odd bits of 
plant hire equipment. Shortly 
after I joined, the business 
consolidated to plant hire only, 
and came under the name of 
Campbell-Gray along with a 
brand new Bedford TK dropside. 
Both of these models were 
produced from RTI resin and 
metal components and the 
tiny signwriting was painted 
by hand by good friend Bob 
Fridd.To achieve this in this 
scale is amazing and beyond 
my capabilities. In Later years, 
the Bedfords were replaced by 
Ford D series throughout the 
company. 
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Above: Two nice models from Frank Waller (RTI), of the Morris half-ton van, one Caffyns Livery the other as a baker’s delivery van. In recent years, RTI 
has added a number of vans as complete kits to the range. 
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Where the model meets the real thing 



Left: I have always had a soft spot for modelling 
vehicles used by the Royal Navy, probably because 
the RN fleet consists of both military and civilian 
types, the Latter with minimal alterations to suit 
requirements. Most navel Land establishments had 
Large workshops and therefore required heavy 
transport, to move components from workshop to 
ship and vice versa so, with this in mind, I made the 
AEC Mercury tractor and Low-Loader semi-trailer, 
using a RTI cab, chassis and wheels and a Base-Toys 
trailer.The machinery Load is made up of resin 
items I was given a Long time ago, along with some 
old gate guard cannons, turned from brass, with 
a wooden carriage. As can be observed, plenty of 
roping involved on this model. 


Right: From John 
Taylor comes 
this nice ex- 
military Austin 
K6 Livestock 
transporter, 
based around 
the Airfix 
kit. John has 
replaced the 
kit wheels and 
scratch-built a 
new platform 
and double-deck 
body, as well as 
adding new rear 
mudguards and 
extra fine detail 
around the rear 
of the model. 


Right: This 
Scam mell tractor 
is one from the 
Doug Roseaman 
range, produced 
in white metal 
with a nice 
etched brass 
cab. A feature 
of these tractor 
kits is the white 
metal wheels 
and rubber tyres. 
Very Little has 
been added to 
this model in 
Pickfords Livery, 
other than a 
mass of extras 
added to the 
ballast body. 
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Where the model meets the real thing 



ALL sorts went into making this Foden DG 6-wheeLed flat and trailer, including a Langley 
Models cab and wheels, an EFE chassis and flatbed body, with a front bumper added from 
the spares box.The trailer was again a Langley model, with a Load of resin crates from I 
know not where. 



Left More excellent work from Peter Plummer 
is this Canterbury-based AEC, in the Livery of C 
and G Yeoman. Once again Peter has used some 
RTI components, but the model includes a Lot of 
precise scratch building and fine solder work. 


Its that man again, John Taylor produced this nice six- 
wheeled Fordson ET6 flatbed, once again using an RTI 
cab, and B-T chassis and wheels, plus a scratch-built 
body. The colour scheme forms part of a fleet of models 
John is building and awaits a suitable fleet name. 
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Andy Taylor and Keith Baldwin went to see the Cheshire road Run on Sunday, April 29th. The run starts at Poplar 
200 Services at Lymm, the vehicles travelling about 90 miles around Cheshire and North Shropshire. Keith says he set 
off in nice sunshine, but as he arrived at his chosen spot, the clouds rolled in and, true to form, as the last lorry passed 
him, the sun decided to put in an appearance again - the photographer's nightmare! Andy took some pictures at the 
start and along the route. Thank you gentlemen, from those who weren't able to make it to Cheshire... 



Above: Looking newly refurbished in the Livery of Ivor Owen & Sons 
of Wrexham was 1962 platform-bodied Leyland Super Comet four- 
wheeler, 476 BWR. (KB) 


Above: Another from the Ivor Owen preserved fleet, this time in 
Tarmac contract Livery, CMA 64S, a 1978 Leyland Clydesdale tipper. 

(KB) 



Above: Nice to see this 1967-8 ERF LV-cabbed eight-wheeler, NKF 
470F, in G Plant’s Livery, back on the rally scene with its Crewe Cold 
Store container. (KB) 


Above: A nice Little 1959 Commer BF-based Plaxton-bodied mini¬ 
coach in Abbots of Blackpool Livery, PFR 727. (KB) 
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Above: Seen at the start is 1973 AEC Mandator tractor unit, BTD 266L, 
bringing back memories of Blue Dart Transport of Manchester, the 
restoration of which was featured in our sister magazine, Classic & 
Vintage Commercials. 



I Above: One of the oldest vehicles on the run, a 1936 Albion KL127, RJ 
6071, in the Livery of A & T Sharratt of Worsley, seen at the start. 



Above: One of Andy’s favourite vehicles on the run was this Bristol 
HA6L artic tractor unit and tandem trailer, 339 DOA, restored in its 
original British Road Services Livery. 



Above: Among the many ERFs on the run, some of the more recent 
examples seen at the start, include E Series B5 ERF of Stallards, 
E14-365, G14 ERF and Stan Robinson EC, G13 ERF, with an A Series to 
the rear. 




Above: Only the registration, YSJ 697, stops this ex-military wartime 
Leyland Hippo six-wheeler, in the Livery of Davis Bros, complete 
with nicely-sheeted ‘Load’, looking just as it would have back in the 
1950s. 



Above: Another appropriate Load, this time milk churns, on 1962 
Thames Trader dropside, 538 CMO, in the Livery of John Riley & Sons, 
of PiLsbury Lodge Farm. 



Above: Two tractors form a Load on this 1974 Gardner-powered, 
LV-cabbed, platform-bodied ERF six-wheeler, GBF 739N, in S & M 
Rowley’s Livery, followed by a Foden S80 artic in Pochin colours. 
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Well, 'Brighton', obviously. But the word we also need to include here is 'eventually', as thanks to an 
administrative oversight, a lack of communication or whatever reason, the entrants on this year's run 
were subjected to some serious traffic hold-ups. A great pity because, as Malcolm Bates reports, thanks 

to great weather, it should have been a cracker. 


T his year - 2018 - marks the 60th Anniversary of the Historic 
Commercial Vehicle Society (HCVS). Did you know that? 

Umm, me neither. Taking into account that the Society is (a) 
an organisation with a nationwide membership and (b) the 
London-to-Brighton run doesn't take place until the first Bank 
Holiday in May - five months into the year - is it unfair to suggest that we 
might have expected a bit more publicity for what is after all, a significant 
birthday? 

Apparently, there were plans for a special celebration event to be held at 
the British Motor Museum.The site at Gaydon is roughly in the centre of 
the country, in a location that doesn't impose restrictions on older vehicle 
entrants and their transporters - as does the Crystal Palace site, well within 
the so-called London Low Emissions Zone. And Gaydon is already the 
location of the sucessful CVRTC-originated event. 

So what happened? While the Museum management were said to 
be very keen and supportive and made considerable organisational 
resources available to help the HCVS stage a special one-off event, it seems 
there were fundamental differences over the, er,'style'and content of 






1: Not the biggest commercial vehicle on the run. Or the rarest. Or even the best restoration. But certainly evocative of the era’. This 1966 
Dunstable-built Commer‘CC15’ tractor unit with Rootes two-stroke diesel engine and five-speed gearbox is coupled to a Letchworth-built 
Hands semitrailer. It, and those Like it, would have been a common part of the ‘vintage roadscene’ around AmpthiLL in Bedfordshire near to 
where E H Lobb was based.The operator transported bricks and agricultural produce. 2: Into the early morning haze, a Great War era AEC 
Y-Type Lorry and a Halford, restored from two halves with Lots missing by Barry Weathered, start out for Brighton. Little did the crews realise 
they would still be driving over five hours Later. 3: C’mon, sing it;-“Pack up your troubles in your old....” This 1916 Piece Arrow also had a 
challenging run ahead as it heads for Brighton. Note the period-style graffiti reading “Taxi to the Front” (a one way trip for many, sadly) and 
the trailer ‘Load’. Over 16,500 ‘Model R’ Piece Arrows were built between 1911 and 1917. This example was new to the French Army. 4: Mobile 
shops might be considered an early 1950s fashion, but they were part of the vintage roadscene since the start of motorisation.The mobile 
fish and chip shop has endured from the very early days, right up to the present day. Interestingly, the body on this 1932 Bedford is said to 
have originally come from a donkey cart before being transferred to a Model T Ford chassis. When the Ford was scrapped, the Local village 
blacksmith remounted it onto this new Bedford chassis and it worked until the Late 1950s, when vehicles with coal-fired chip-friers were 
apparently banned. 5: Once a common sight in any period ‘vintage roadscene’, this Lovely Morris ‘LD’ van dates from 1964. It was originally 
operated by the MOD, which no doubt saved it. Tragically, many LDs were cannibalised by stock car racers in the 1970s. 
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I Above: Red van, Green van! This matching pair of Post Office and Post Office Telephones Morris Minor vans, parked up opposite the screened-off 
terrace at Madeira Drive, could have been there to promote the Road Transport Archive issue of the same name. 




Above Left and right: “What’Ll she do then Mister?”Thanks to a three- 
speed ‘three on the tree’ gearbox and modest VauxhaLL Victor petrol 
engine, this fabulous 1963 CA Bedford Dormobile ‘Romany’ camper 
van might not have been known for it’s outright performance, but 
in terms of period charm from an era when only posh people took 
holidays overseas, it’s a gem. The arrival of the new Ford Transit in 
1966 transformed expectations and General Motors never recovered 
its share of the leisure market. 


Above: Looking good is this Austin ‘FFH’ recovery unit - that’s the 
rare laid-down engine model with a three-seater cab. Painstakingly 
rebuilt by the Legendary Jimmy McALear of Fintona in Northern 
Ireland, it was recently purchased by Steve Gregory of Portsmouth. 



Above: Blue Bedfords by two. Seen together with the well-known 
1941 Bedford ‘MLD’furniture removals van in Abels Livery, this rare 
Bedford D Type, with Bedford 300 cubic inch diesel engine, dating 
from 1958 was a run debutante, fresh out of restoration. 

the proceedings. End result? As things stand, there will be no special 60th 
celebration event at Gaydon."Not through want of trying "on the part of the 
British Motor Museum, I'm told. Instead, it is understood from Collin Sutton 
of the HCVS that an in-house-organised event will be held at Hollycombe 
(on the A3 near Liphook, Hants) in August. Every one will be invited and, 
although it's late in the year, this is positive news. 

So, that puts the emphasis back onto the London to Brighton run. All the 
more reason then to make it a landmark event, then right? To make sure 
that all the very best entrants were encouraged to attend? And that as many 
journalists as possible were present to record the triumphant arrival of the 
cavalcade as it arrived on the historic - if now unforgivably shabby and 
partially cordoned-off- Madeira Drive. After the combined experience of 57 
earlier runs, you might be tempted to ask what could possibly go wrong? 
Please don't. 

Firstly, there is still no change to the unattractive start venue at Crystal 
Palace. Any improvement in facilities, like some decent catering, temporary 
shelter for spectators, or even a more disciplined start so that entrants 
started in some sort of numerical or class order would be welcome. And, it 
could be argued, the 60th Anniversary of the HCVS would have been an ideal 
opportunity. 

Secondly? While there were a few more spectators this year - possibly 
because the weather was suitable for standing by the roadside for several 
hours on end - it seemed that more and more entrants decided to detour 
and miss parts of the run. 

But anyone thinking that the worst of the traffic congestion was left 
behind by Crawley were in for a nasty shock, when heading south for Pease 
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Above: “When the Rolls is in for a service, I always 
travel by Southern National coach, my dear...”This 
passenger in period dress, waiting to board the 1934 
Dennis‘Ace’would be amazed to Learn that it still 
runs on the original petrol engine. 


Above: An unlikely combination? The removals trade still hasn’t embraced 
articulation as widely as it might, but this 1963 ERF ‘KV’ tractor unit is actually 
pulling an authentic van trailer that is said to have originally been used on 
removals work. 


Left: Another unlikely 
combination? The 
Dartford Tunnel Joint 
Committee - the 
original owners of 
the Dartford-Purfleet 
tunnel before Margaret 
Thatcher-mandated 
privatisation - really did 
operate a pair of three- 
wheeled ScammeLL 
‘Scarab’ recovery units. 
They were able to travel 
to the incident and 
turn within the width 
of the original two-Lane 
tunnel. 




Above: Star of the show? Back in 
the 1960s, a large percentage of 
articulated Lorries would have been 
medium weight, two-axle tractor units 
with single-axle trailers, featuring an 
automatic coupling. New in 1965, Tony 
Knowles’freshly-restored Bedford 
TK/York combination is from a time 
of uncertainty where operators 
might have needed to couple both 
automatic and fifth wheel coupling- 
type trailers with Landing Legs. Right: 
How’s it done? The tractor is fitted 
with a ScammeLL automatic coupling 
with fifth wheel adaptor. 


Pottage, there was a monumental hold-up because of... Well, 
the reasons given depend on who you believe. While there 
has often been a car boot sale next to Pease Pottage Services, 
this year there was more traffic than ever before, yet nobody 
seemed to have checked out the potential for serious delays. 
Where were the traffic police? The resulting gridlock resulted in 
many entrants overheating and being delayed by more than 
two hours - which then caused further delays when entering 
an already congested Brighton. Driving a World War I vehicle 
with a leather cone clutch? It must have been hell. 

The end result? Those of us who took the time and effort 
to travel down to Brighton, to record the finish of the run, 
were left sitting on our hands for hours, as entrants struggled 
to reach Madeira Drive in the late afternoon, rather than by 
lunchtime. Announcements over the PA system suggested 
this was more some sort of Act of God'- or an unforeseen 
occurrence - rather than organisational cock-up. But whatever 
you want to call it, the sight of normally hard-working marshals 
and HCVS committee members eating their lunchtime 
sandwiches on a near-deserted seafront, while the bulk of 
entrants were nursing overheating motors, didn't create a 
good impression. 

Pity really, because this year's London to Brighton event also 
marked the 100th Anniversary of the end of the Great War, 
with an impressive entry (under'Class S') of vehicles built prior 
to 1919, including Saurer, Dennis, Halford, Thornycroft, FWD, 
Piece Arrow and several AECs in both lorry and'Ole Bill'bus 
form. We spotted several still struggling into Brighton in the 
mid-afternoon traffic, as we headed home. 

Not the cracking event it deserved to be then? Still, let's at 
least have a look at some of the vehicles that took part. 
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Lincoln Easter Transport Festival 

Mike Gosling went to the Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society's museum open day on Easter 
Sunday. He says the event was well attended, but with perhaps fewer stalls than usual. In spite of 
the freezing cold weather, they enjoyed riding around Lincoln on the buses. The museum opens 
its workshop to the public, which is also very interesting, giving a clear idea of the amount of hard 
work pit in by the staff and volunteers to keep things running. 



Above: The LWS is making good progress with the major 
restoration of this 1950 Albion HD55 six-wheeled box van, FTL 
138, originally in the Smiths Crisps fleet. 



Above: One of the LWS’s vehicles is this 1942 Merryweather 
turntable escape on a petrol-engined Leyland TD7 bus chassis, 
ordered by the wartime National Fire Service, hence the London 
registration, GLW 419, but delivered and used in Lincoln. 



Above: This 1929 Leyland Titan TD1, Bolton Corporation Tramways 
fleet no 54, WH 1553, was an early preserved vehicle from the Late 
1950s, and with the LWS since 1965. 



Above: It Looks as if the restoration is now complete of ex-United 
Automobile fleet no BL0132, a 1940 Bristol L5G single-decker, with 
its pre-war style bodywork and it Looks wonderful. 



Above: Recently-restored W 8934, a 1945 Daimler CWD6, with 
Duple H30/26R body to‘Relaxed Utility’specification, originally 
Northampton Corporation fleet no 129. 



Above: One of the famous Gash of Newark Daimlers is now at 
Lincoln, KAL 579, fleet no DD2, a 1948 CVD6, with Later Massey 
double-deck bodywork, seen awaiting some further work before it 
enters service again. 
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Here is a selection of events being held during the coming month 
which we think will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 



The season is well underway now, so here is a list of events, covering the weekends between the publication dates of this and the next issue. 

If you're organising an event which would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the details for future diary pages. 
Hopefully, the weather will improve and everyone will enjoy their day out, wherever they go. Please let us know if you enjoyed an event - or were 
disappointed - and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture for our future Rally Scene pages... 


JUNE 


16th June -SCORTON STEAM, 

Woodacre Lodge Farm, Gubberford Lane, Scorton, Preston, 

Lancashire PR31 BN, 07772 264363 
e-mail: info@scortonsteam.co.uk 
www.scortonsteam.co.uk 

16th-17th June -TROLLEYDAYS, 

The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, Doncaster, 

North Lincolnshire DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

16th-17th June - THE 39TH FOOTMAN JAMES BRISTOL CLASSIC CAR 
SHOW, Bath and West Showground, Shepton Mallet, 01507 529430 
e-mail: vbean@mortons.co.uk 
www.bccs.bristolclassiccarshows.com 

16th-17th June - WARTIME IN THE VALE, 

Ashdown Farm, Badsey, near Evesham, Worcestershire WR117EN, 
07899025091 

e-mail: amy@ashdowncamp.com 
www.ashdowncamp.com 

16th-17th June —WESSEX MIDSUMMER STEAM&VINTAGE SHOW, 
Semington, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA146JR, 01225 754374 
e-mail: petergear@hotmail.co.uk 
www.wessexsec.org 

16th-17th June - B0LNHURST VINTAGE & COUNTRY FAYRE, 

St Neots Road, Bolnhurst, Bedfordshire MK44 2ER, 07775 574395 
www.bolnhurstrally.org.uk 

16th-17th June - BELPER STEAM & VINTAGE EVENT, 

Salterwood Meadows, Street Lane, Denby, Derbyshire DE5 8NE, 
07803902053 

e-mail: info@belpersteam.co.uk 
www.belpersteam.co.uk 

16th-17th June - W00DVALE TRANSPORT FESTIVAL, 

Victoria Park, Southport, Merseyside PR8 2BZ, 01704576122 
e-mail: info@woodvalerally.com 
www.woodvalerally.com 

16th-17th June -1000 ENGINE & VINTAGE RALLY, 

Astle Park, Chelford, Cheshire SK119AD, 01260 281378 
e-mail: info@1000engines.co.uk 
www.1000engines.co.uk 

16th-17th June - H0LBEACH TOWN & COUNTRY FAYRE, 

King's Field, Ravensgate, Holbeach, Lincolnshire PEI 2 8QG, 

07971 498638 

e-mail: holbeach@fensvintage.co.uk 
www.fensvintage.co.uk/shows/ 

16th-17th June - WARTIME IN THE VALE, 

Ashdown WWII Camp, Badsey Road, Badsey, Evesham WR117EL 
e-mail: alj78@msn.com 

17th June - MARSW0RTH STEAM & CLASSIC VEHICLE RALLY, 

Startop Farm, Marsworth, Buckinghamshire HP23 4LL, 

07947573130 

e-mail: info@MarsworthSteamRally.co.uk 
www.MarsworthSteamRally.co.uk 

17th June - 5th VINTAGE & CLASSIC CAR SHOW, 

Prickwillow Drainage Engine Museum, Main Street, Prickwillow, 

Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4UN, 01353 720737 
www.prickwillowmuseum.com 

17th June -LINCOLN CASTLE RALLY, 

Lincoln Castle, Lincoln, 01522 500566 
e-mail: info@lvvs.org.uk 
www.lvvs.org.uk 

17th June -HORSE TRAM DAY, 

Crich Tramway Village - The National Tramway Museum, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE45DP, 01773 854321 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 


17th June - FATHER'S DAY RUNNING DAY, 

TheTransport Museum, Chapel Lane, Wythall B476JX, 01564826471 

e-mail: enquiries@wythall.org.uk 

www.wythall.org.uk 

17th June - CLASSIC VEHICLE CLUBS'DAY, 

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway, Toddington GL545DT, 
01242621405 

e-mail: marketing@gwsr.com 
www.gwsr.com 

17th June - 34TH HCVS RIDGEWAY RUN, 

Henley-on-Thames to Quainton Road (about 50 miles) starts 
9.00 am, 01342 894564 
e-mail: info@hcvs.co.uk 
www.hcvs.co.uk 

17th June - BROMLEY PAGEANT OF MOTORING, 

Norman Park, Hayes Lane, Bromley, Kent BR2 9EF, 01959 541444 
e-mail: Bromleypageant@kelsey.co.uk 
www.bromleypageant.co.uk 

23rd-24th June - KELSALL STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, 

Churches View Farm, Kelsall Road, Ashton, Chester CH3 8BH, 
07739958294 

e-mail: kelsallsteamrally@hotmail.co.uk 
www.kelsallsteamrally.co.uk 

23rd-24th June - BANBURY RALLY @ BLOXHAM, 

50th Anniversary, Smith's Field, Milton Road, Bloxham, Banbury, 
Oxon 0X15 4HD, 01295 320100 
e-mail: banburysteamsociety@outlook.com 
www.banbury-rally.co.uk 

23rd-24th June - DENE RALLY, Charlwood 
Lane, Monkwood, Ropley, Hampshire S024 OHA 
(vintage bus connection with the Mid-Hants Railway) 

01962773356 

e-mail: denerallyhampshire@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/denerally 

23rd-24th June - EMERGENCY SERVICES WEEKEND, 

Amberley Museum and Heritage Centre, Station Road, Amberley, 
Arundel, West Sussex BN18 9LT, 01798 831370 
e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

23rd-24th June - URBAN STEAM FESTIVAL, 

Abbey Pumping Station Museum, Corporation Road, Leicester 
LE45PX,01162 995113 
e-mail: Andrew.Simpson@leicester.gov.uk 
www.abbeypumpingstation.org 

23rd-24th June - MODEL STEAM ROAD VEHICLE SOCIETY RALLY, 
Tewkesbury Rugby Club, Ganders Lane, GL20 5PG, 01452 617057 
e-mail: englandchris6@gmail.com 
www.msrvs.co.uk 

23rd-24th June - TOWY VALLEY VINTAGE SHOW, 

Cothi Bridge Showfield, Cothi Bridge, Carmarthenshire SA32 7WG, 
01269592515 

e-mail: chrisfuller480@btinternet.com 
tvvc.co.uk 

23rd-24th June - ASHBY STEAM, 

Scamhazel Farm, Boundary, Nr. Ashy de la Zouch, Leicestershire 
DEI 17BA, 07887 568622 
e-mail: info@ashbysteam.co.uk 
www.ashbysteam.co.uk 

24th June - LYMM HISTORIC TRANSPORT DAY 
Lymm Village, Cheshire, 01925 754080 
e-mail: lymmtransport@gmail.com 
www.lymmtransport.org.uk 

24th June - OPEN DAY & MOTORBIKE DAY, 

Whitwebbs Museum of Transport, Whitewebbs Road, Enfield 
EN29HW, 0208 3671898 
www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 


24th June - BROOKLANDS ON THE BUSES, 

London Bus Museum, Cobham Hall, Brooklands Road, Weybridge, 
Surrey KT13 OSL, 01932 837994 
e-mail: londonbusmuseum@btinternet.com 
www.londonbusmuseum.com 

24th June - SHROPSHIRE STEAM & VINTAGE SHOW, 

Craven Arms, Aston-on-Clun, Shropshire SY7 8EH, 

01588660568 

e-mail: 5alive1958@live.com 

24th June - SWATON VINTAGE DAY, (and World Egg-throwing 
Championships),The Park,Thorpe Latimer, Sleaford, Lincolnshire 
NG340RF, 07900 267870 
e-mail: admin@eggthrowing.com 
www.swatonvintageday.com 

29th June-1 st July - TANKFEST 2018, 

The Tank Museum, Bovington, Dorset BH20 6JG, 01929 405096 
e-mail: info@tankmuseum.org 
www.tankmuseum.org/home 

30th June -LINCOLN AUTOJUMBLE, 

Hangar No 1, Hemswell, Lincolnshire DN215TJ, 07816 291544 
mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

30th June-1 st July - LITTLE WEIGHTON STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, 
Cowlam Farm, Rowley Road, Little Weighton, Cottingham, Yorkshire 
HU203XW, 01482 848263 
e-mail: info@lcbyass.co.uk 

30th June-1 st July -TROLLEYDAYS, 

The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, Doncaster, 

North Lincolnshire DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

30th June-1 st July - CHICKERELL STEAM AND VINTAGE SHOW, 
Moor Farm, Knights in the Bottom, Chickerell, Weymouth, Dorset 
DT34EA, 01305 815793 
e-mail: info.chickerell@gmail.com 
www.chickerellsteamshow.uk 

30th June-1 st July - SHEFFIELD STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, 

Rackford Road, North Anston, Sheffield S25 4DF, 

01709545047 

e-mail: shefsteamvcl@gmail.com 

30th June-1 st July -9TH FYLDE VINTAGE & FARM SHOW, 

The Show Field, Salwick Road, Wharles, Kirkham, Preston, Lancashire 
PR4 3SN, 07778 008715 (9am-5pm) 
www.fyldevintageandfarmshow.co.uk 

30th June-1 st July - BROMYARD GALA, 

The Burgess Farm, Avenbury, Bromyard, Worcestershire HR7 4JY, 

01885483342 

www.bromyardgala.org.uk 

30th June-1 st July - TRUCKFEST SOUTH WEST & WALES, 

Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6NW, 
01775 768661 

e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

30th June-1 st July - HUDDERSFIELD 50 WEEKEND/TROLLEYDAYS, 
Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

30th June-1 st July - SOUTH BEDS COUNTRY SHOW, 

New Manor Farm, Harlington, Bedfordshire LU5 6LA, 

01462887200 

e-mail: show@sbcs.org.uk 

www.sbcs.org.uk 

30th June-lst July - VALE VINTAGE MACHINERY CLUB RALLY, 

Ty Ucha Farm, Pen-y-Cefn, Caerwys, Flintshire, North Wales CH7 5BQ, 
07921 719084 
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JULY 


1 st July - BMC & LEYLAND SHOW, 

British Motor Museum, J12 M40 Gaydon, Warwickshire, CV35 OBJ, 
01926643357 

e-mail: shows@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
http://britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

1 st July - VINTAGE TRANSPORT FESTIVAL, 

North Norfolk Railway, Sheringham Station, Station Approach, 
Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8RA, 01263 820800 
e-mail: enquiries@nnrailway.co.uk 
www.nnrailway.co.uk 

1 st July -19th LEIGHTON HALL CLASSIC CAR & BlKE SHOW, 

Leighton Hall Estate, Carnforth, Lancashire LA5 9ST, 01697 451882 
e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

1st July- HAVERHILL HISTORIC TRANSPORT RALLY, 

Arts Centre car park, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8AR, 01342 894564 

e-mail: info@hcvs.co.uk 

www.hcvs.co.uk 

6th-8th July - PADSTOW VINTAGE RALLY AND COUNTRY FAIR, 
Padstow Rally Showground, Green Lane (just off A389), Padstow, 
Cornwall, 01841 550442 
e-mail: info@padstow-rally.co.uk 
www.padstow-rally.co.uk 

6th-8th July -KENT COUNTY SHOW, 

Kent Showground, Detling, Maidstone, Kent MEM 3JF, 

01622630975 

e-mail: info@kentshowground.co.uk 
www.kentshowground.co.uk 

7th July - ROE VALLEY VINTAGE RALLY 

Limavady Football Club, Limavady, County Londonderry, 

Northern Ireland, 07742 000302 

7th-8th July - ELVASTON STEAM RALLY 

Elvaston Castle Country Park, Derby DE72 3EP, 07504 045197 

e-mail: chairman@elvastonsteam.co.uk 

www.elvastonsteam.co.uk 

7th-8th July - HISTORIC VEHICLE GATHERING, 

Powderham Castle Estate, Kenton, Exeter, Devon EX6 8JG 
e-mail: crashboxclub@gmail.com 
www.historic-vehicle-gathering.info 

7th-8th July - 32nd HOLLOWELL STEAM & HEAVY HORSE SHOW, 

Brickie House, Hollowell Road, Creaton, Northamptonshire NN6 8NU, 

01604505422 

e-mail: shhs@hotmail.co.uk 

www.hollowellsteam.com 

7th-8th July - HEDDINGTON & STOCKLEY STEAM RALLY & COUNTRY 
FAIR, The Ivy Inn, Heddington, Caine, Wiltshire SN110PL, 

01380859381 

e-mail: steamrally@heddingtonandstockley.co.uk 
www.heddstocksteam.co.uk 

7th-8th July -WISTON STEAM RALLY, 

Wiston Park (A283 Shoreham - Storrington), Steyning Road, 
Steyning, West Sussex BN44 3DZ, 07414 532183 
e-mail: info@sussexsteamrally.co.uk 
www.sussexsteamrally.co.uk 

7th-8th July -DUNCOMBE PARK STEAM AND VINTAGE RALLY, 
Duncombe Park, Helmsley, North Yorkshire Y062 5EB, 01347 848259 
e-mail: gytecwebmaster@gmail.com 
www.gytec.weebly.com 

7th-8th July - CHILTERN TRACTION ENGINE RALLY, 

Honor End Lane, Prestwood, Buckinghamshire HP16 9HQ, 
07889965604 

e-mail: m.biggerstaff014@btinternet.com 
www.chilterntractionengineclub.co.uk 

7th-8th July - ELECTRIC DREAMS 

East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, 

Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL, 01502 518459 

e-mail: eatm.events@gmail.com 

www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk 

7th-8th July - DANSON PARK COUNTRY FAIR, 

Danson Park, Bexleyheath, Kent DAI 5 9PW, 01206 263088 
e-mail: Admin@oakleighfairs.co.uk 
www.oakleighfairs.co.uk 

7th-8th July - Scottish Transport Extravaganza, | 

Glamis Castle, Dundee Road, Glamis, Forfar, Angus DD81RJ, 

01307840311 

e-mail: lesley@svvc.co.uk 



A 1948 Leyland Beaver, HCE 889, newly restored in Holes Brewery of Newark livery, photographed by Peter Quinn 
at the AEC Rally, 26-27th May at Newark. More next time... 


8th July - LEYLAND SOCIETY GATHERING, 

Crich Tramway Village -The National Tramway Museum, Crich, 
Matlock, Derbyshire DE45DP, 01773 854321 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

8th July -CLASSIC BUS RALLY, 

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway, Toddington Railway Station, 
Toddington GL54 5DT, 01242 621405 
e-mail: marketing@gwsr.com 
www.gwsr.com 

8th July -CLASSIC CAR SHOW, 

Dover Transport Museum, Willingdon Road, Dover CT16 2JX 
01304822409 

e-mail: info@dovertransportmuseum.org.uk 
www.dovertransportmuseum.org.uk 

13th July - PENINSULA VINTAGE CLUB ANNUAL ROAD RUN, 

From Kircubbin Sailing Club, Newtownards BT22 2RP, 07789 448668 

14th-15th July - REMPSTONE STEAM & COUNTRY SHOW, 

Turn Post Farm, East Road, Wymeswold LEI 2 6ST, 07434 884832 
e-mail: rempstonesteam@gmail.com 
www.rempstonesteam.org 

14th-15th July, KINGSLEY STEAM RALLY, 

Sickles Lane, Kingsley, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 9PD, 01420 474298 
e-mail: sylvia.haydon@btinternet.com 

14th-15th July - MARKET LAVINGTON VINTAGE MEET, 

The Elisha Field, Market Lavington, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 4NT, 
01380812450 

e-mail: lavington.vintage@gmail.com 

14th-15th July - 7TH ROXBY HERITAGE WEEKEND, 

The Fox Inn, Roxby, Staithes, North YorkshireTS13 5EB, 07813 333423 
e-mail: roxbyheritageweekend@hotmail.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/roxbyheritageweeekend 

14th-15th July- 55th WOODCOTE RALLY, 

Tidmore Lane, Woodcote, South Oxfordshire, 01491 680778 
e-mail: publicity@woodcoteerally.org.uk 
www.woodcoterally.org.uk 

14th-15th July - VI NTAGE VEHICLE RALLY, 

London Museum of Water & Steam, Kew Bridge, Green Dragon Lane, 
Brentford, London TW8 OEN, 0208 568 4757 
www.waterand+steam.org.uk 

14th-15th July - CHESHIRE STEAM FAIR, 

Daresbury, Warrington, Cheshire WA44AG, 01751 200839 
e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

14th-15th July - SEDGEMOOR VINTAGE SHOW, 

Old Pawlett Road, West Huntspill, Somerset TA9 3RH, 07785 765826 
e-mail: info@sedgemoorvintageclub.co.uk 
www.sedgemoorvintageclub.co.uk 

14th-15th July - 14th STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN STEAM & COUNTRY 
SHOW, Coney Green Farm, Ribbesford Road, Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY130TE, 01299 822032 
e-mail: s-o-svintagesteamrally@hotmail.co.uk 
www.stourportvintagesteamrally.co.uk 

14th-15th July- 1940s WEEKEND, 

Black Country Living Museum, Tipton Road, Dudley DY14SQ, 

0121 5579643 
www.bclm.co.uk 


14th-15th July -TRUCKFEST ORIGINAL, 

Newark Showground, Lincoln Road, Winthorpe, Newark NG242NY, 
01775 768661 

e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

14th-15th July - KINGSLEY STEAM RALLY, 

Sickles Lane, Kingsley, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 9PD, 01420 474298 
e-mail: sylvia.haydon@btinternet.com 

14th-15th July - CAMBRIDGE STEAM RALLY & COUNTRY FAYRE, 

Quy Park, Stow Road, Stow-cum-Quy, Cambs CB25 9AF, 
07990947510 

www.cambridgeshiresteamrally.org.uk 
15th July -OLD FORD RALLY, 

British Motor Museum, J12 M40 Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 
01926643357 

e-mail: shows@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

15th July -CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW, 

Walsall Arboretum Extension, Broadway, Walsall WS12QA, 
08458791028 

e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

15th July - ALTON BUS RALLY & RUNNING DAY, 

Anstey Park, Anstey Lane, Alton, Hampshire GU34 2NB 
e-mail: altonbusrally@hotmail.co.uk 
www.altonbusrally2015.com 

15th July - FLEETWOOD FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT (TRAM SUNDAY), 
Fleetwood Town Centre, Lancashire FY7 6EB, 07946 537950 
e-mail: fleetwoodfestivaloftransport@live.co.uk 
www.visitfleetwood.info 

15th July - RHAYADER VINTAGE SHOW, 

Smithfield, North Street, Rhayader, Powys LD6 5BT, 07870 930003 
e-mail: rhayader-vintage@hotmail.co.uk 
www.rhayadercarnival.co.uk 

15th July - WADEBRIDGE WHEELS, 

Royal Cornwall Showground, Whitecross, Wadebridge PL27 7JE 
e-mail: publicity@wadebridgewheels.co.uk 
www.wadebridgewheels.co.uk 

15th July - IN STEAM - VINTAGE & CLASSIC WHEELS, 

Combe Mill, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Long Hanborough, Oxon 
0X29 8ET, 01993 358694 
e-mail: tony@combemill.org 
www.combemill.org 

15th July -FREE VINTAGE BUS RIDES, 

Oxford Bus Museum Trust, Old Station Yard, Main Road, Long 
Hanborough, Witney, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA, 01993 883617 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

15th July - BRS 70, Lincoln Farm Transport Cafe, Kenilworth Road, 

Hampton-in-Arden, Solihull B92 OLX, 01386 41506 

15th July - 40TH ANNUAL DEVON COASTAL RUN, starting Exeter Race 

Course to Mill Marsh Park, Bovey Tracey, 01837 82461 

e-mail: johnacorah@yahoo.co.uk 

19th July - BIG STUFF RIDES, Grampian Transport Museum, Alford, 
Aberdeenshire AB33 8AE, 01975562292 
e-mail: info@gtm.org.uk 
www.gtm.org.uk 
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(IDAKINS REMOVALS PART 5- 
MORE BAD WEATHER 

Following on from the Scottish blizzard 
mentioned in Part 4, Ken Holliehead and I 
encountered another when we were on the 
Boots shop delivery run to Chichester. We'd 
set out with Seddon Mk 15 flatbed, YAU 581, 
an hour early at 5 am, because of the weather, 
but we were soon running late. 

South of Oxford, we were crawling up 
the long hill that took us past the Harwell 
Atomic Energy Research Establishment, when 
we came upon the incongruous sight of a 
policeman, plastered with snow from the 
top of his pointy helmet, right down to his 
boots, bravely pedalling into the storm on his 
push-bike. 

Suddenly, he decided that he'd had enough, 
jumped off his bike, picked it up and threw it 
as far as he could into the hedge bottom! We'd 
have stopped and picked the poor chap up, 
but on that steep hill we daren't risk stopping, 
in case we couldn't get going again. 

We struggled into Petersfield, where we 
began 'phoning around, telling our customers 
we were jacking it in. Midhurst was OK 
about it, but the Chichester pharmacist was 
distraught, as we were carrying urgently- 
needed drugs, which he'd promised to deliver 
to the patient that night. 

So, after warning him that we'd be late, 
we set off along almost-deserted roads, 
our headlamps illuminating the whirling 
snowflakes, with the single wiper blade 
struggling to clear the windscreen. Thank 
goodness for the Seddon's powerful heater, at 
least we were nice and warm inside the cab. 

It was well past 7 pm when we reached 
the shop and hastily unloaded - oh, the joys 
of roping and sheeting in a snowstorm! The 
waiting pharmacist soon found the requisite 
drugs and set off to deliver them. By now, 
we'd had enough and set off for our digs 
which, thankfully, we hadn't cancelled - that 
would have been our next 'phone call - as it 
certainly wasn't a night for sleeping in the cab. 

Another bad trip, weather-wise, freezing fog 
this time, rather than snow, saw FrankTaylor, 
Bill Collins and I disappear - almost literally - 
for four days. Now, Gordon Dakin had a very 
secretive nature and hated giving too much 
information away, and all that we'd been told 
the night before was that we might be away 
for one night... 

No clue as to what the load would be, or 
where we were going. Such strange behaviour 
was not unusual, it didn't bother me much 
as I was single, but it was hardly fair for the 
married men, whose wives would obviously 
want to know when they'd be back. It was like 
his habit of letting one crew load a vehicle, 
then sending another crew out to deliver it - 
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and get all of the overtime, plus possibly the 
tip as well... 

Anyway, it turns out that we were delivering 
a load of Stag furniture from the Hucknall 
factory, mostly to Binns stores in the North¬ 
east - so there was no'might'about being 
away from home for probably two nights. By 
the time that we'd loaded, run back to the 
yard to refuel - both ourselves and Seddon, 
PAU 6 - it was past noon, and the whispy fog 
that had been hanging around all morning 
had thickened and the temperature was 
dropping rapidly. 

It got steadily worse as we headed north, to 
join the Great North Road at Bawtry (this was 
before the A1 was re-routed, obviously) and at 
Doncaster, we decided to pack it in. The whole 
town was virtually at a standstill, dozens of 
other lorry drivers were doing the same and 
we were lucky to get digs for the night, as it 
was too cold to sleep in the back of the van. 
We stopped at a transport cafe on the main 
road - I forget its name, but the last time I 
went past it was a Chinese restaurant. 

After a meal at the cafe, we went to the 
pictures before having an early night. It was 
no better the next morning, and we spent 
the entire day - apart from a coupe of short 
breaks - crawling up the Great North Road, 
with our eyes glued on the tail/brake lights of 
the lorry in front. It was almost 6 pm when we 
reached Newcastle-upon-Tyne and the shops 
were closing, no deliveries that night. 

Eight hours driving time to cover not much 
more than a hundred miles, at an average 
speed of 14 mph - certainly not Dakins' 
normal turn of speed! We parked up near the 
Haymarket bus station, went to the pictures - 
it was all you ever did with Frank, who didn't 
drink - and spent the night in Hotel Seddon. 
No digs for us this time, subsistence money 
was paid in arrears and, with the weather 
being so bad, we'd have to husband our 
money carefully. 

The fog had lifted a bit the next day and we 
were able to start our deliveries: Newcastle, 
back over the Tyne to Gateshead and South 
Shields, then down the coast road - not that 
we could see the sea - into Sunderland. South 
from Sunderland to Hartlepool, where we 
ran out of the fog into light rain, then down 
to our last drop at Middlesbrough, which 
we reached via my one and only ride on the 
famous Transporter Bridge. Then it was back 
to Doncaster, for one more night in Hotel 
Seddon. 

We could have pushed on to Nottingham, 
which was only 40 miles away, but we'd had 
enough by then. Besides, we'd only have 
spent the next day (Friday) on local removals, 
and we all thought that wasn't a very good 
idea. So it was a leisurely run down the A614 



in the morning to an early finish, making 
certain that we arrived just that bit too late to 
be sent out on another job. 

It's funny how you can completely forget 
some long distance runs - well, there were 
so many - while others stick in your mind 
for some reason. One such run was when we 
same three in Seddon, PAU 6, took a load of 
furniture, purchased unseen and, frankly, a 
load of rubbish, down to a seafront hotel at 
Hastings. 

We set off on the Monday and, with delivery 
not scheduled until Tuesday, we opted 
for a leisurely and somewhat roundabout 
run down, via Oxford and Reading: not 
something you'd get away with nowadays, 
with today's computer-planned routing. Now, 
my transport interests include trolleybuses - 
some of which we'd seen in Reading - so my 
biggest disappointment of this trip was that 
the Hasting system had closed only the week 
before (which dates it to early June 1959). So, 
although the overhead wiring was still in situ, 

I never saw any of the vehicles themselves. 

After unloading, and as we couldn't pick up 
our return load until Wednesday, we wasted 
some more time and clocked-up a few more 
unnecessary miles by running into London 
via Maidstone, where I managed to see one 
of its brown and cream trolleybuses, plus 
Bexley and Blackheath. We parked up in 
Dakins' usual overnight spot, just off Sussex 
Gardens because, you never know, you might 
just meet up with another crew on a London 
night out. 

No drinking when you were with Frank so, 
after a meal in a reasonably-priced cafe (you 
could still find them in Central London in 
those days, usually tucked down a side street), 
we had a wander down Park Lane and back 
up through Hyde Park, before returning to 
the van for the night. That is, after we'd had a 
mug of tear and a sausage bun - a real fried 
sausage, not a hot dog - at one of those 
roadside huts-on-wheels you used to find, 
which I think were mainly used by taxi drivers. 
Next day, we ran up to Park Royal, picked up 
five tons of biscuits from McVitie's bakery and 
made our leisurely way home. 

It wasn't all bad working for Dakins - more 
memories next time... 

David Watts, Nottingham 

j 
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A CLASSIC DAY OUT 

FOR All THE FAMILY 


OVER 3000 VEHICLES ON DISPLAY 



SUNDAY 17th JUNE 2018 

NORMAN PARK, KENT 


Club Displays | Live Entertainment | Multi-Marque Displays | Restoration Projects 
Celebrity Guests Top Gear's Sue Baker and the Goblin Works Garage Team 
Autojumble | Retail Village and much more! 


PETER JAMES m RANCE 


/BromleyPageantOfMotoring 


Classics 




*£2.00 Booking fee applies. All attractions subject to change. Warning: motorsport can be dangerous. Advance bookings close midnight Saturday 16th June 2018. 























MORE ON THAT BRIDGE 

The bridge in the photograph of the Williams 
Bros Atki is the Blue Bridge or Jubilee Bridge 
over the Dee at Queensferry, Flintshire, which 
is now Grade 1 listed. 

When originally built, it was designed to 
open to allow shipping to pass, but this 
mechanism was removed many years ago. 

The Atkinson would have been painted 
dark green, with a white cab roof and red 
mudguards and chassis. A list of the depots 
was signwritten on the cab doors. 

Williams Bros had a main depot adjacent 
to the main North Wales Coast railway at 
Queensferry, a couple of hundred yards from 
the bridge. The yard now houses a large 
caravan sales area. 

The Crosville double-decker could have 
been on the FI 0/11 Mold area to Birkenhead 
or the A2 Chester to Rhyl. 

Thanks for a great read every month. 

Ray Simmonds, Mold, Flintshire. 

This is a nice picture, but it doesn't look like 
one of the ship canal bridges. They were 


all swing bridges and the footpaths ran 
alongside the road on both sides. This view 
shows separate railings on the footpaths on 
the outside of the main bridge structure. 

I think this bridge crossed the original 
course of the River Mersey on Chester Road. 
The river was diverted and the bridge crosses 
the stub of the original course of the river, 
which made a connection with the Ship 
Canal via a lock, but saw little use, so I think 
this bridge may have lifted or swung once, 
but by this time was fixed in place, hence the 
new concrete walkways and metal fencing. 
Also, there is no discernible gap between the 
roadway and deck of the bridge, but if you 
look carefully, you can see the gap this side of 
the toe of the right-hand stanchion. 

Today, the bridge is a standard open, 
modern affair, replaced in the 1980s I think. 
The bus disappearing in the distance would 
be a Crosville'green and white'- possibly on 
a Warrington-Chester service. The service 
commenced/terminated at Arpley bus 
station (on the forecourt of the demolished 
railway station) and the Crosville depot 



was less than a mile from here (behind 
the photographer) along Chester Road 
(A5060), just 200 yards from the Warrington 
Corporation Transport Depot (which is still 
operational) on Wilderspool Causeway (A49) 
where the two main roads converged. 

Note the name'Causeway', which is a 
reference to the filled-in course of the original 
River Mersey. The road ran parallel to the 
original river, but was diverted alongside 
Chester Road when the Ship Canal was built. 

Paul Appleton, via e-mail 

You can't beat local knowledge, thanks for the 
additional information gentlemen. 


FIRE ENGINE MYSTERY 



I would like to refer to 
Issue 220, March 2018, and 
the article on Bedford Fire 
Engines. On page 11, there are 
illustrations of a Turntable and 
a Water Tender, on page 12, 
a Water Tender and on page 
13, a Water Tender. Now all 
of these vehicles were built/ 
converted for fire services more than a 100 miles from Folkestone, so can 
anybody explain why they all have a background of the hills at the back of 
Folkestone? 

I at first thought that they had been superimposed onto a suitable 
background, but they do look as though they are sitting on what was 
known as the Polo Ground. I note that the pictures were being used by 
Delves of Norwich, so no clue there, but could Martin Walter of Folkestone 
have been involved? I don't think this company was a Bedford dealer, but 
the Utilicon Works was only 200 yards away. 

I can't imagine that the vehicles would have been brought individually 
all the way to Folkestone for a photo-shoot, but was there perhaps a fire 
appliance show or Fire Officers Conference held in the town at the time? 
Only one photo is dated (1955). 

I attach a picture taken recently in the same place and find the whole 
thing intriguing... 



Brian Collins, via e-mail. 



TRUCKEL HISTORY 

I was pleased with my latest Vintage Roadscene, as usual, and 
especially happy with my'Ham River' half-cab write-up. I am 
glad it was of interest to Mario Hoblyn and Malcolm Saxon. It 
was nice that Marion remembered his early days in Surrey. 

As he requested, I have enclosed a copy of a picture f a 1930s 
'Truckel'Studebaker, taken at a London Commercial Motor 
Show. My late dad and brother remembered and told me about 
theTruckel Vulcans.The company later had Commer, LAD 
Dodge and Ford Thames Trader four-wheeled tippers. 

In June 1966, the'Berk'Group took over Truckel. The group 
consisted of Berk Chemicals, St Albans Sand & Gravel, Hales 
Clinkers, Haynes, Heaths, Hales Readymix Mortar and Sparkes. 
The Truckel name was retained, but the lorries were painted in 
the Berk Group livery. 

In 1968, the company had Foden S36 8x4 tippers, with 
Gardner 6LX engines, 12-speed box and 14 yard Neville alloy 
body, which was the same specification as the St Albans tippers. 
The fleet also included LAD Albion skips, Bedford TK'Dempsters' 
and Albion and Bedford KM bond-type'RoIonoffs'. 

In the end, theTruckel name was dropped in the early to 
mid-1970s, the old Truckel yard in Battersea SW8 became Hales 
Containers' London depot. Later on, all the firms mentioned 
were taken over by the RMC Group. I hope this is all of interest. 

Alan Biggs, Enfield 
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FOR ONE DRIVER AND 
PASSENGER A 


Classic Van & 

Pick Up Show 

5 August 2018 

A Show dedicated to light commercial vehicles 


• Range of vehicles from Austin, Ford, LDV, 
Morris and more 

• Meet the commercial vehicle clubs 

• Camping onsite 

Book discounted tickets online 


BRITISH 

MOTOR 

— « MUSEUM 


FREE ADVANCE 

VEHICLE 

ENTRY 


britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

J12 M40 . Gaydon . Warwickshire . CV35 OBJ 


Tl VINTAGE 17 

KoadscenUi 


CLASSIC SPADES 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: ian@classic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 



CPA Services Ltd 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 

Quality radiator restoration and repair service. 
For prompt personal service and advice please 
contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo charger, air brake, 
oil cooking and water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park Industrial Estate, Grantham NG319SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 Fax: (01476) 579 636 

www.cparadiators.co.uk 



ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

7940s onwards - professionally printed from BOp inc PAP t 
Free digital Images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50.000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-itne or mail order 

SAE NA3T(VR), U Gannon Road Worthing BN11 2DT 
isMail inloQnaSt org Phone Bob 01903 235167 
Land, sea or air negative collodions purchased 


TO ADVERTISE IN 



Please call 

01732 445 325 



TRANSCHEM I 

TRAINING LIMITED 

Training Centres at 
Warrington, Wakefield 
and Mobile 

ADR, DCPC, Forklift and DGSA 
Consultants 

Full ADR including Tank 
Module and Class 1 Explosives 
with 35 Hours DCPC £600 


Tel: 0151 488 0961 / 07915 610232 
www.transchemtraining.com 
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DETAILS FROM GRIMSBY 

In Scenes Past, on page 42, Leyland Comet 
LEE 437 is seen at Grimsby West Side Royal 
Docks, next to the tripod sheer-leg crane. 
Opposite can be seen the unloading area for 
the'butter boat', which socked twice weekly 
and any butter or bacon which didn't load 
onto lorries on the day was stored in the 
warehouse until transport was arranged. 

John Sutcliffe handled the forwarding, with 
McVeigh as the main haulier. 

The Leyland Comets with Dyson trailers 
were purchased in large numbers, as part of 
McVeigh's modernising and expanding the 
fleet, followed mainly by LAD Comets and 
AEC Mercury artics. 

The first picture shows a Leyland Comet 
rigid dropside, loading bags on pallets.On the 
platform is Terry Leeson, known by my seven 
sisters as'Cheeky Terry'-for reasons best 
knwn to themselves. 

Then there is an LAD Comet artic with four- 
in-line trailer from the McVeigh, Manchester 
fleet (after the company had taken over 
Cusick's) loading at Laporte's titanium oxide 
plant at Stallingborough, near Grimsby. 
McVeigh had a large store on Laporte Road, 
for the storage of Laporte and other goods. 

Next a picture from an advert featuring an 
early McVeigh's AEC Mandator unit from 1965, 
with a Crane Fruehauf tandem-axle trailer. 

Fourthly, Roy Fenwick Senior is seen in a 
wartime Maudslay, in McVeigh's yard,'Regent 
Garage', in Convamore Road, Grimsby. The 


company started as S McVeigh, who was J 
J's father, then J J McVeigh, then McVeigh 
Transport, bought by Ross Group. Then 
Imperial Foods bought Ross. In 1970, Imperial 
and Associated Fisheries negotiated with 
Humber Warehousing and the new company, 
Humber McVeigh was formed! 

Then there are three pictures from my 
Grimsby Telegraph 'Bygones' page: the fleet of 
the Orwell Fish Curing Co Ltd, four Guys and 
a Seddon with dry ice containers for distance 
work; a Guy tipper for offal and two Austins 
for dock work.'Anvil Brand'was a trade name. 
It must have been winter, as the Guys have 
mufflers on the radiators and most of the 
drivers have coats on. The smoke-house 
chimneys can be seen in the background. 

The picture of the dock lorries shows 
many old vehicles, which didn't require a 
Road Fund Licence, as they were only driven 
on dock property - probably not insured 



either - there's a Fordson 7V, Austin KType, 
Commers, Fordson ET6, Dodge and Scammell 
Mechanical Horses to be seen. The auction 
has just finished and it's a mad rush to get 
the fish away to be filleted and packed for the 
evening train or lorries to deliver. The fish is in 
aluminium trunks, holding 10 stones in each. 
The fish docks were frantic at auction time 
and again mid-afternoon when trains and 
lorries started to leave the docks. 

The third picture shows in the foreground 
the Birkdale, a fuel oil lighter, used for fuelling 
the trawlers. Just seen in the background are 
the three coal hoists, which were redundant 
in the 1960s, when the fishing fleet were 
steam oil-burners or diesel-powered.The 
large trawlers on the left side were all capable 
of fishing in Arctic waters in all weathers and 
would have spent a average of three weeks at 
sea per trip. 

Just look how many mastheads can be seen 
- all melted down for razor blades...? 

Ray Newcomb, Grimsby. 
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LOTS MORE DETAILS 

I refer to Issue 222 of Vintage Roaadscene.The 
Hampshire Home Builds article on page 6 is 
brilliant If you look at the photos carefully you 
can see how well they were made. If nobody 
told you they were homebuilt, you would think 
they were made by proprietary coachbuilders. 

I like the Well-Known Names article on page 
10,1 take an interest in them. The photo of the 
Turners Transport Dodge 300 artic took me 
back a long way. When I was about 12 years 
old, we came out of school at 4pm. Every 
day, Turner's lorries came through Croydon 
heading towards Beckenham. They were all 
Austin or Morris FFK 140s, with green cabs, 
black wings, and red wheels, and they were all 
carrying white containers. 

I had no idea where they were going at the 
time, then years later I found out they had a 
depot in Stratford, East London.They must 
have been heading for Blackwall Tunnel. 
Hansons Haulage took over Sam Longson 
Haulage, which at one time was owned by the 
Tilling Investment Company, set up after 1948 
when their bus companies were nationalised. 
Sam Longson was the Chairman of Derby 
County Football Club and famously hired Brian 
Clough as their manager. 

I didn't know thatTDG were taken over 


in 2010 by Norbert Dentressangle, I used 
to see the company's Renault artics over at 
Maidenhead, when they were discharging 
their tipping tankers at the Brylcream factory. 
The Ford Thames ET6 breakdown lorry on 
page 60, is fitted with a 3.2 litre four cylinder 
ohv petrol engine (see the circular badge on 
the side). 

My uncle drove a brand new one when I was 
a lad. He had to drive out to the country and 
cut turf from the fields using only a spade, then 
roll it up and pitchfork the turf onto the lorry. 
He then drove back to the yard, and unloaded 
it, all by hand. He then did the same again 
for two or three days, until the field had ben 
cleared. When he wasn't collecting turf, he was 
delivering it to customers up in London. 

They did the Chelsea Flower Show and 
other big events every year. The company he 
worked for owned three lorries, the ET6 and 
two 7Vs and they were busy all the time. If 
they got really busy they hired a lorry from a 
local haulage contractor. It was hard work for 
the drivers and I doubt if anyone would do it 
now. They probably use some kind of cutting 
machine and a tail-lift. 

Some restorers of Ford Thames ET6 lorries 
use the circular petrol engine badges on the 
sides, and also put the rectangular diesel 
badge on the front. They didn't come out 


of the factory like that. Unless the engine is 
running or the bonnet is open, the punters 
don't know if it's petrol or diesel. 

With reference to the Spanish-built Dodge 
300 Series R38 tractor unit on page 56 in Issue 
222 of Vintage Roadscene.The R38 tractor 
units were also known as the C38.They were 
originally made by Barreiros of Madrid and 
fitted with the Barreiros BS36 turbocharged 
diesel engine. Some of the R38 tractor units 
were fitted with the more powerful BSS36 
engine, which may have been an intercooled 
version of the BS36 engine. 

Chrysler hit financial trouble and sold its 
European assets, selling them to Peugeot- 
Citroen which sold the Barreiros factory to 
Renault, which became Renault Espana.The 
Barreiros R38 continued to be made in Madrid, 
gaining Renault lettering on the front of the 
cab and a Renault diamond on the grill. I 
believe it was later replaced by Renault R310 
type vehicles. 

The Dodge R38 had a few large customers in 
Britain, such as BRSTruck Rental and Weetabix. 

I did read about one Dodge R38 being fitted 
with a Cummins 14 litre engine, but I think it 
was a one-off. It was a second-hand Dodge 
R38, sold without an engine. 

H Daulby, Croydon. 


THAT ALBION 

In Vintage Roadscene issue 222 for May 
2018, there was a picture of Albion Super 
Clydesdale tractor unit, PDA 185F, in Henry 
Long livery. 

Here's a picture of the vehicle at the 
Mid-Shropshire Rally in 2004, not long 


after it was purchased by Neil James, as a 
short wheelbase dropside'tug'. He soon 
lengthened it and put it in the livery of Harris 
& Miners. Graham Bailey then converted it 
to a tractor unit, in his own livery, and now it 
is in Henry Long colours -an eventful life in 
preservation... Barry Fenn, Telford 



MORE CEMENT FROM YORKSHIRE 

I have enjoyed the stories from Brian 
Featherstone and John Wheeler. I worked for 
a company from 1964 to 1978, for which the 
main work was from the Cement Marketing 
Company's Melton Bottoms, Hull works. In an 
earlier magazine Mr Featherstone mentioned 
that cement came from Earles, Melton 
Bottoms. However, no cement was made there, 
it was a whitening quarry. The cement works 
was down Gibson Lane, near the Humber, over 
the main Hull-Brough railway line, where the 
lorry workshops were. A good few lorries were 
based there, with 'CMC' on them. 

My grandfather and uncle worked there for 
30 years. There was an overhead railway from 
the factory to a jetty on the Humber bank. My 
grandfather told me it was about 30 ft high, 
and sometimes an empty truck would blow off 
the line into the field when it was windy. Bulk 
cement went from there in Presflo rail tankers. 
No whitening went from Melton Bottoms by 
rail, all by road. The sack store was down there, 
as well as a canteen. 

On rare occasions, we would do the odd 
load of cement. The rule was CMC lorries 
took priority on the first loads, then it was 
one and one. The main contractor at Gibson 


Lane cement works was Chas Oswald from 
Hull. I think this company used to work for 
Earles at Wilmington in Hull. When the works 
closed, they moved to CMC Gibson Lane. The 
company had a very smart fleet of lorries and 
only did cement, apart from one lorry, which 
worked out of the whiting division, a Leyland 
Comet artic, driven by Alan Coates, who used 
to go to a company at Belper every day. 

The older drivers at Gibson Lane used to tell 
me that, years earlier, if a lorry covered 100,000 
miles, it was completely stripped down and 
rebuilt. If it was a Foden eight-wheeler with 
a Gardner 6LW, it never needed touching, 
apart from routine servicing. The lorries at 
the cement works were flats, mainly Bedford 
TKs, and tankers, made up of Leyland 90s and 
Foden four and eight-wheelers. Cement was 
delivered in 8 ton loads on four-wheelers and 
in 16 ton loads on eight-wheelers. 

There were quite a few Foden four-wheelers 
with Foden two-stroke engines, with a tank 
which would carry 8 tons. They used to load 
them, then go round the lorry park to settle 
the load of cement in the tank, then go back 
and top them up. The cement lorries did 
mainly local runs, because CMC had depots all 
over the country in the 1950s. 


I was told thousands of tons were 
transported by road from Gibson Lane to, I 
think, Southport, when the sea wall collapsed 
in 1953. In later years, all the lorries were 
bodied or tanks fitted at CMC, Beddington 
Lane, Croydon. I have seen 100-plus lorries 
waiting there to have bodies fitted. I don't 
know how many depots CMC had, but I would 
say hundreds, throughout the country. 

One of the depots in Birmingham is still 
there; if you are on the M6 northbound, 
between'Spagetti Junction'and the A34, you 
can still see the old factory at Handsworth, just 
before you come to the VOSA checkpoint on 
the left. I don't think the company liked selling 
them off, as the one at Kirton in Lindsey is also 
still standing. 

It was very rare indeed to see a second-hand 
lorry from CMC in private hands and I don't 
think any tankers were sold off. I will just add, 
with regard to the terrible accident Mr Wheeler 
saw, it was indeed a four-wheeled Commer 
involved, as I worked for the same company. 
The lorry was delivering in London the next 
day - how times have changed... 

Next time, I will write about the Whiting 
Works at Melton and all the sub-hauliers. 

David White, Brough, East Yorkshire 


www.roadscene.com 


July 18 71 







r 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SAFARIS 

This is a belated reference to June 2017 
issue, no 211.1 am a bit behind with all 
correspondence and have slowed down 
through being born in 1933. On pages 
34-37, Jim King acknowledged work by 
Edward Beazley during the 1970s. The scenes 
depicted brought back memories of my 
safaris with a camera during this period. 

For a start, at the top of page 35 we see an 
elevation of Hammersmith Riverside London 
Transport garage, with a suggestion of a 
Maudslay tanker inside some doors. In March 
1982,1 too saw a tanker, this time a Bedford TL 
1630, fleet no 2274B. I enclose a photo of it. 

On page 37 is a colour photo of Wellington 
Arch, Hyde Park Corner. (I was stationed there 
1957-62 as a traffic-regulating policeman). 
The statue on top is a Quadriga (four horses). 
Boadicea, poor lady, is in a similar pose at the 
end of the Embankment. 

I have photos I have taken in the 1970s 
similar to Mr Beazley's, some in the same 
location. I enclose four or five of my own 
pictures of commercial vehicles in various 
locations. 

The one of the 1937 Thompson aviation 
bowser, registered TSV 448, is a bit of a 
mystery. The vehicle was in the 1985 HCVS 
run to Brighton but somehow a wee bit off 
route in Streatham High Road. 



London Transport AEC Militant 'Master 
Breakdown Tender, fleet no 1456MR, on 
trade-plates, 559 LC, is seen towing LT 
trolleybus EXV 253 of 1938 from Stockwell 
Garage in 1979. 


The AWD horsebox, H719 ELL, was seen in 
Gillingham in 1995. The'Silver Cross'prams 
pantechnicon, WEK 798S, possibly on a 
Bristol LH chassis, was seen in Canterbury in 
1987. 

Lastly, there is Seddon Atkinson Thames 
Television control unit, NLH 357V, seen in 
Kingsway, London, in 1984. 

All photos are I hope, self-explanatory. 
Don't worry about copyright. I hope other 
readers enjoy them, as I enjoy others' in your 
excellent magazine. I have every issue from 
No 1. Eric Foard, Gillingham, Kent 
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ANTHONY MOULDS (1937-2018) 

Vintage Roadscene reader, Anthony Moulds, was taken on his final 
journey to Cefn Coed Cemetery, Merthyr Tydfil, by Vintage Lorry 
Funerals 1950 Leyland Beaver. 

Anthony was born in Hendon just before World War II and his family 
was evacuated to Bargoed, in the Welsh Valleys, when he was 7 years 
old. In 1951 he left school and started his working life at Tower Colliery, 
at Hirwaun, which became the oldest continuously working deep coal 
mine in Britain. Anthony was employed to look after the Pit Ponies that 
hauled loaded tubs from the face to the bottom of the shaft, the start 
of his lifelong love of horses. 

An explosion underground in 1958 broke Anthony's pelvis and both 
ankles. After six months in hospital, he recuperated with friends and 




family in London, then trained to drive London Transport buses. 

In 1967, Anthony worked for Morlais Coaches, of Merthyr Tydfil, 
taking miners from pit villages to collieries. 

Anthony also drove lorries for a number of haulage contractors 
delivering Hoover washing machines, Tri-ang toys, chocolates and 
furniture, before spending 18 years with Rest Assured Beds. From 
1974 he drove a TK Bedford, delivering beds to shops throughout the 
country, often taking his pigeons to release them from Manchester. 
Anthony would load at the Rest Assured factory in the Rhondda and be 
away from Monday to Friday or Saturday morning, sleeping on one of 
his consignments. This job meant so much to Anthony that his Family 
had the'Rest Assured'logo on one of the Floral Tributes. 

As well as his pigeons, Anthony loved his horses, which he entered 
into flapping races at Llandudno and Monmouth. He is deeply missed 
by his wife Gwyneth, their children and their families. 

To learn more about the 1950 Leyland Beaver, ring 01225 865346 or 
visit www.vintagelorryfunerals.co.uk 


••• 
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A SIGN WRITER’S 
STORY 
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PLUS - ALL THE USUAL FEATURES 



AUGUST ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY JULY 20TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 
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WIN a Massey Ferguson 35! 

This is your chance to win an MF 35 in full working order. 

By taking part you will help the BOAT* charity 
continue its valuable work in developing countries. 

*Bicton Overseas Agricultural Trust 
Just £2 per entry - enter as many times as you like 



© KELSEYmedia 

working with and supporting 


How to enter 

1) Online: http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/mf35 

2) Complete this form and return in the post 

3) Orvisitourstand atoneofthe many agricultural events or steam and vintage rallies 


BOAT'S Mission Statement 

To improve agriculture and livelihoods in the developing world by 
teaching trainers to train more effectively and training institutes and 
organisations to deliver better quality training through improved 
management. 


What does MF stand for in MF 35? 

Tick the correct answer 

A. Made for Farming □ B. Marshall Farmall □ C. Massey Ferguson □ 


Title:.First Name:.Surname:. 

Telephone:. 

Email:.. 

Address:. 

..Town:. 

Postcode:.Country:. 

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE / DEBIT / CREDIT CARD 

I am paying £.for.entries (insert number of entries you would like.) 

Please debit my Visa □ MasterCard □ Visa Debit □ 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Security number: □□□ 

Valid from./.Expiry date./. 


Please tick your machinery interests: □ Vintage □ Classic □ Modern 

□ HGV/commercial □ Other please specify. 

Which magazines do you currently enjoy reading. 

□ I am over 18 

We may wish to contact you regarding various special offers or promotions that we 
believe would be of relevance to you. Please tick the boxes that show us how you 
would preferto receive them. 

□ Email □ Post □ Phone □ Text Message 

We will not pass on your details to third parties and you can unsubscribe at any time 


Closing date for entries: 
11th November 2018 



Signature.Date. 

CD I enclose a cheque made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited. 

Post your form, FREEPOST from within the UK, to: 

FREEPOSTRTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Kelsey Publishing Ltd, Cudham Tithe Barn, 
Berry's Hill, Cudham, Kent TNI6 3AG. 

No stamp required from within the UK. 

If posting overseas please send to: 

Win an MF35 Competition, Kelsey Publishing Ltd, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill, 
Cudham, Kent,TN16 3AG, UK. 


Terms and conditions 

This promotion is run by Kelsey Media in conjunction with the BOAT charity. Entrants must be residents of the UK aged 18 
or over. Multiple entries will be accepted, each entry costs £2.The final closing date for entries is 11th November 2018. 
The winner will be drawn on 11th November at Newark Vintage Tractor Show. The first randomly selected, correct entry 
drawn will win and will be contacted immediately on the email address or telephone number provided. There is one first 
prize, which is a restored MF35 tractor. There is no cash alternative and the prize is not transferable. The winner will be 
published in the appropriate Kelsey Publishing titles and their websites. For full details view our Privacy Policy and full 
Terms and Conditions at kelsey.co.uk. Entrants will be deemed to have accepted these terms and conditions and agreed 
to be bound by them. 
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T his brings together a number 
of threads, from a Scenes Past, 
featuring brewery lorries, from our 
December issue, plus a reader's 
letter and a picture from Malcolm's 
'Loaded' Road Haulage Archive issue. 

The South London brewery was founded 
in 1760 and was based at 134 Southwark 
Bridge Road. In 1937 it was registered as 
Jenner's Brewery Ltd and it was taken over by 
Woodhead's of Islington in 1944, although 
brewing continued almost until Woodhead's 
was itself acquired by Charrington United in 
1965. One of Jenner's unmistakable drays was 
seen in the 1949 Ealing Studios film, 'The Blue 
Lamp', the'dray man'being shot by a crook 
being chased by a police Humber Super Snipe 
in Crompton Street, London in the opening 
sequence. 

The original press release print seen here 
was produced by a photographer employed 
by James Whitson & Company Limited, the 
celebrated coachbuilders of West Drayton, 
Middlesex. It shows the dramatic integrated (but 


not'integral') cab and dray body, constructed for 
the brewery, based on a 1940s Maudslay Mogul 
Mark II chassis. This contrasts particularly with 
the wartime Moguls, as seen in McVeigh livery 
with Ray Newcomb's letter in this issue. 

From the original caption, we find that the 
design was by Captain S T Kent, the transport 
manager ofWoodheads Brewery. It featured a 
curved cab roof and incorporated a 'V-front' and 
what can almost be described as a 'Waterfall' 
grill, as seen on mid-late 1930sTriumph cars.The 
rear wheel 'spats' might have made changing 
a puncture more difficult - although they 
were removable - but they allowed for some 
large signwriting, advertising 'Jenners Golden 
Ale'. The tiny headlights and 'A-post'-mounted 
wing mirrors were perhaps the least successful 
aspects of the design. But overall? Wonderful. 

Our unfortunately anonymous reader sent us 
a copy of a slightly different official Maudslay 
photograph of the same Jenner's dray, taken 
when brand new, which was used in an album 
issued by the lorry company in late 1948-early 
1949.This better shows the Maudslay radiator 


badge and the registration number, HXY 866, 
dating from late 1948, a London County Council 
issue. 

In contrast, the Jenner's drays seen in our 
'Scenes Past'were registered SML 534-5, in 
Middlesex, in 1948. These flamboyant early 
post-war vehicles also had coachbuilt bodies 
which offered no clues as to the chassis on 
which they were built, mainly featuring the 
stylised'SLB'(South London Brewery) lettering 
on the grille. These were smaller vehicles than 
the Maudslay, and as the other lorries and vans 
seen in the brewery's fleet were either older 
Commers or similar-aged Fordsons, this would 
point to these drays being built on Fordson 7V 
chassis - or does any reader know better...? 
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STORAGE & 
WORKSTATIONS 

Promotion valid from 1st May - 31st December 2018 



4pc Parts Storage 
Combination 
Set 



-NEW- 

PRODUCT 


Pack of four 
tough impact 
resistant polypropylene 
compartment cases. 

Model No. APAS4 

List Price £22.95 


£16.95 

£20.34 



15 SMD LED Rechargeable 
Magnetic Toolbox Light 


-NEW- 

PRODUCT 


Industrial Mobile Storage System with Shelf 
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-NEW- 

PRODUCT 


Premier 
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Sliding brackets mean the magnets can be adjusted to avoid badges and logos. 
Overall Width: 450mm. 

Lumen Output High/Low: 150/100lm. 

Operating Time High/Low: 6/12hr. 

Powered by a rechargeable 3.7V 2.2Ah Lithium-ion battery. 

Supplied with a Imtr USB charging cable. 

Model No. TBL450 

List Price £44.95 


£31.95 

£38.34 


Heavy-Duty Mobile Tool & Parts 
Trolley 2 Drawers & Lockable Top 


1095 x 460 x 1120mm 
Flammables Storage Cabinet 





(Tools not included) 


These can be mounted in any configuration, allowing the user to 
customise the design to suit their needs. 

It also includes a single shelf, which can be mounted at various heights. 

Four heavy-duty castors, two of which are fitted _ _ 

with toe locks, give smooth manoeuvrability 
around the workplace. 

Overall Size (W x D x H): 960 x 640 x 1605mm. 







£329.95 

£395.94 


Overall Size incl. Handle (W x D x H): 
925 x 440 x 900mm. 

Total load 
capacity: 150kg 


£179.95 

£215.94 


Door/s are fitted with a three-point 
key lock with recessed handle. 
Supplied with two keys. 

For the safe storage of flammables, 
acids, pesticides, 
paint and ink. 


Model No. 
FSC09 

List Price 
£457.95 


£369.95 

£443.94 








































































